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DOD PESOPOS IS 


TO THE 
Vertuous Lady Aunt, 


Susan CGECILL, 


Grace and peace be multiplied 


BY 
JESUS CHRIST: 


dem. 
He ſweet tafte I have bad 


of your Ladiſhips lowe tol _ 


_ -[the beſt things , hath encouraged 
- me, humbly to preſent this little| 


"[Tradt unto you. 


What Solomon 


ou upon triall have found true, 


DE from experience , that| 
” 7 That | . 


things of this world to Hs8, that we 
| may the more cordially relliſh, and 


|ferwentlie ſe eek after that full ſa- 
|risfying , and everlaſting ſweet- 
| eſſe ard comfort,which is in com- 
munion with Chriſt our heawenlie 
| Hasband, in. whom all fulneſſe of 
| conſolation dwels. A drop of this 


; 
tranſ cendent fulneſſe, Tour Ladi- 


+ = . 


3&8 Tittle worke now come to Tour 


[ 


; The Epiltle 
[That the moſt promiſing con- 
'tents of this lite , are vanity 
'! land vexation of ſpirit. Our 
©: -|wiſe and mercifull Father doth 
[uſually thus imbitter the ſweeteſt | 


- 


| ſhip (1 hope ) ſhall finds diſtilled 


into your ſoule, by reading of this 


bands, which like Aqua Vitz, 
ſball cheere and revive Tour ſad 
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ſpirit, | 'Þ 


Cu. 
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pe "TY EE on ky 
Ded Icatory. i 


—_ | | ſpirit,when readie to faint. F ain-| 
> Oe \'4712g perſons, carrie little bottles | 
of reviving liquids, alwaies a-| 
Ul | bout them ;, if Your Ladiſhip ſhall 
think fit, to make this little 'Tra& | 
| Your pocket-companion,and peruſe 
a little of it fill, when Tou feele 
| ſoul-qualmes to ſeize upon Ton , 
You ſhall finde(I truſt )through the| 
bleſſing of Chriſt , much eaſe and| 
nct-| comfort;and ſo ſpend and end Your| 
venlit| aged daies, in more true ſolace of 
we q| heart, then yet Ton hawe done your 
of 61 | primeſt dates of flouriſhing youth. | 
| The accompliſhing of this, 3s the 

fills | [incere and Þoly aime of your much| 
oof ti | obliged Nephew , in this bzs firſt 
to 18 | offering to publique view. Which| 

Vitt | ſample aime , that the Lord may| 


"a graci-\ . 
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[The Epi Dedicarory, 
Þ graciouſly anſwer to your Ledi- 


bappineſſe bereafter , I ſhall ftull 


ips comfort here , and eternall, 


continue my prayer (though here I 
end my Epiſtle) that the Lord will 
ftill attend this my poore endea- 
wour with his rich bleſſing, to all 


the partakers hereof, and in ſpe- 


Y ciall to Ton. 


Your much obliged Nephew, 
V 


5 DON 


Nicholas Lockyer. 


A 


Chriſtian Reaatr, 


4 Ommunion with Chriſt, is our | 

| (; happineſle in this World,and in 
the World to come: that which 
makes every ſweet thing ſweet, and 
1 every ſweet thing ſweeter. With this 
11 ſweet ſubject is this little Tra&t now 
......1| come to thy hand taken up. Poorefal. 
{len man is ſtill complaining of one 
want or other ; and when the thing is 
iven which he longed for, yet his] 
ie 1s as far from content, as before; | 
| like to a childe that cryes for this| 
and that, and yet when he hath what 
.- i [he cryed for , continues crying ftill, 
J+* | [and cannot tell well what hee would 
.' have. All our want is this, the want of 
communion with Chriſt : this is the 
cauſe of all complaints; the infelici. 
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a thisſide his diſeaſe: and ſo ſpends his 
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| thing below Chriſt, without Chriſt, 


' I The morexthen , Q:faltken main; thayu:| tiph 
| canſt get | into communion with thy! }| 


— 


A ——_y 


To the Reader. 


tie of theſoul, the ſum of mans miſe- | ||n 


ry, here and hereafter; but poor blind 


man ſees it not , and therefore com- |: | 


plains of twenty things, twenty miles 
daies in labour and ſorrow, and yet| 
loſes happineſſe, both here and here-|, | 
after too. A full fruition of Chriſt, is 

full felicity : a full fruition of any 


is but vanity and vexation of ſpirit.| 


God, the more will thy great lofle| { 


land ſtrive after a neerer communion 


_ 


be repatred; thy complaining ſoule| {vb 
ſatisfied , and thy-tranquillity, ſetled|: [Th 
upon thee. again. Huntnat then' after] '|a 
riches, honours, pleaſures, and ſuch} 
like low delights of the ſonnes of| 
men,: with this deluded miſtaken 
world,which lies in wickednefle; for 
felicity 1s not in theſe : but ſtudy} 


with Chriſt: the next way to get moſt | 


0 
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To the Reader. 


— 


t |in with him, 1s the ſpeedy way unto 
2d | all happineſfle : ſo much as thon canſt 
wm | et ct his company, ſo much art thou 
8 [in Heaven. How precioxs are thy thoughts 
Is |urto m2e,0 God | how great 3s the ſumme 
Jofthem 2 If TI ſhould count them, they are 
wore in mmber then the ſand: when T\ 
awake, I am ſtill with thee. Pſal. 139. | 
17, I. — 
This 1s Heaven upon Earth; and 
that - true Nobility and Honour, | 
[which wee ſhould be all ambiti- | 
ous after ;, to loſe our ſpirits in God. 
What an unſpeakable felicity is it,| 
to be {ti]] with God 1n our thoughts? 
This ennobles the ſpirit of man, | 
and makes it a companion to the | 
King of Kings : this gives evenneſle | 
and ſteadineſſe to a mans courſe ; 
and makes him walk in all the waies 
of God blameleſs: this gives tranſcen- 
dent peace and tranquillity to a mans 
ſpirit, and makes him unmoveable in 
the midſt of fears : this gives bread 
in; 


CC 
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. 4 | that hemay devote himſelfe to thee : 


| give glory to God x and make the 
poore Penman a conſtant ſharer in thy | 
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To the Reader. 


P_ 


in famine, drink in drought, peace in 
watre, health in {ickneſle, life in death. 
Devote thy ſelfe therefore to Chriſt. 


and asa poore wedinnm of communion | 
make uſe (it thou pleaſe) of this en- 
ſuing Treatiſe. It thou get any good, 


Prayers, 


_ 


/ 


T heophilus Philanthropus. 


Thine in Chriſt, 


| Dalztant 


' 
14 1 


death 
pe eItjes 


| | The principall Heads handled | 


[{Chraſt will come to her 


[| Alitant, to comfort her in all conditions 


7 
Ne ooo one nee erg 2 | 


in this Tract. | 
| 
TW Hat the Church Militant of Chriſt, | 
ſhall not be left comfortleſſe, becauſe 
Page 5 
That Chriſt doth come to his Church 


. 


Þ. 7. 
' How Chriſt doth come to his Church 


.I2 
When Chriſt comes to his diſconſolate 
Church,as a comforter  p.27,0c. 
Why Chriſt wil come to his Ghurch upon | 
earth, as a comforter P:31,@%c. 
Wicked me ſhall lIrve and die comfort: 
leſſe, becauſe Chriſt as a comforter will 
ever come to thewe p.35,0c. 
Laughter is one thing, and ſpiritnall 
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conſolation 
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The Contents. _ 

Ren "IE come WNT = | 
[| | conſolation another P.37 
| How Chriſt doth come to the wicked in 
| this life P.29 


i | Chriſt will come to the wicked, neither | | 
i; | 772 proſperity, ror in adverſity. as a com- - 
forter | P.40,@c. 
How wicked men may get Chriſt as a 
| | comforter to come to then P.43,%kc. | 
-\.| Oſefull inſtruftions to ſtrong men, and 
-& | fo babes in Chriſt P.41 | 
Strong men inChriſt , that ſay Chriſt 
| 4s 4 comforter is come to them, ſhould| | 
muke it ſure to themſelves, that they are | | | 
wob deluded ..-... a_ 
-- The great need of this ©. © 1bid.| 
How a man may know that it is Chriſt 


. 
—  ——_ Mo = : 
-— "e- I : 


_ - > —_——_— 


- 
| |indeed,and no ſpirit of deluſion, which is | 
- if | cometo him with conſolation © p.48| 
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 « Strong men inChriſt , after they bave| 
made it ſure to themſelvcs,. that the true 
| comforter is come to them, ſhould ſo walk | 
that they may ever enjoy his ſweet com-. 

—_ SS . _ 
| - How Chriſtians may ſo walk as to en- 
joy Chriſt as a comforter continually P. 54 
EE | - Faves 
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jt | comfort to the ſoule, and not put him off | 
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{ſible of their loſſe 
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; The Contents. 
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Probes im Chriſt which never fonnd| |. 
39 [Chriſt as a comforter to come to them,| \ 
enhn ſhould believe that Chriſt will come to|* 
p.51 | 


Their objeFions againſt Chriſt coming | © 


them, _ 


fo them as a comforter, anſwered p.62 


Babes in Chriſt that never found Chriſt | 
as acomforter to come to them, ſheuld pa- | 


tiently wait till Chriſt thus come to them, 
P-64 


Severall conſiderations very powerfull| 


to make the ſoule to wait patiently till 
Chriſt as a comforter come to him p.65 


Babes in Chriſt, which never yet found| 


Chriſt as a comforter to come to them, 
ſhou'd obſerve how Chriſt comes with 


 P-72 
Babes in Chriſt, which have found 
Chriſt as a comforter to come to them, butl 


wu" |zow have loſt hinr, ſhould labour to be ſen-| 


 P-74,Oc. 
Such ſhould not blame Chriſt for depar- 


ting 8s a comforter from them p.77,0nc.|: 


— 


| Means how ſuch babes in Chriſt, may\ 
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P:79,&'c. 


2 Tim. 4. verſ.22. 


| The Lord Jeſus Ghriſt be with 


thy ſpirit. 


To have the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with our 
[writs is a prime and principall bleſſing 
.8 


} 


There js a double preſence of Chriſt with 


Tear, corporal and ſpiritual, joyntly, or 
|avcerly ſpirituall p.84,0%kc. 


The ſpirituall preſence of chriſt with 


| war upon. earth, is commune or ſpeciall 


p.85,Qcc. 


To bave Chriſt ſpecially FE with 
our ſpirits, is the ready way to all tempo- 


0 jetions to the contrary , anſwered 
p.88,e9c. 


P-91,@%c. 


.To have Chriſt aſter a  ſpeciall manne 
"— 


; 


| get their comforter fo returns again ts them||, 


SÞ; [ rall ceod | p.87 | 


1 To heve chrif ſpecially preſent with| 
[our r ſpirits, is the way to all ſpirituall good 


— 
— Ct 


| 
ID os RE Ig "nl 
$5 | wit out ſpirits is the ready way to eternall 
| ; = | good 


| = 
Not to have Chriſt ſpecially preſent with 
- || our ſpirits is a great evil p.97 


| Wherein this grand evil doth princi- 
' | pally conſiſt p.99,@0cc. 


.;,| How to know whether Chriſt be ſpecially 
16 | preſent with or [perits P.107.&%c, 
\ How fo get Chr1 

"| with our ſpirits p.112,0c%c, 


F " Men that finde Chriſt ſpecially pre- 


*|ſent with their ſpirits, ſhould thank- 
| fully acknowledge this great favour 
- | P-115,O%, 
[Such ſhould labour to keep Chriſt with 


According 0 what opperations R a 
|22an may loſe the preſence of Chriſt , p. 
| 119,0kc, 
| Chriſtians ſhould labour to get chriſt as. 
00 & it . . _— ; 
00H uch preſent with their ſpirits as may be: 
Wl and how this may be done : ſee p.121, 
[lk 1 22,09, 
Comfort againſt the Sword, Plague. 
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Py their ſpirits P.118 


Famine. 
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Fa amine, Perſecution, and the like, a= al eth 
|t0 there which have Chriſt ſpecially preſent | | 
with their ſpirits 'P-125,126,0%, | a 
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| John 14. verſ.18. | 
- - T will not leave you comfortleſſe; T will 
| come to you. 


Dx (3 and his Church are deare each 
BM | to other; the truth of this is at] 

--- large manifeſt in this Chapter. 
© Chriſt as a heavenly Husband, being to 
[leave his earthly Spouſe ; to witzhis Charch 
.\1.) Militant, and to live with 'his' Father at I 
I '4{ his right hand in glory, with his Church | 
bo iy i ' Triumphant;endeavoureth with various ver- 
ſes of this chapter, to comfort the ſad ſpirit 
BD | of his belov Spouſe, which he perceived 
xiY | was much —_— The Verſe which Il 
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| will not leave you comfortleſle , T will come to) 
| yoz. In more words Jet me repeat this verſe] 


Iperture! As a Lilly in the valley; may, as a 


-Jdeath; an 


| friend from Heaven come to us ? Tis true, 


| but be not at this diſmayed, O faireſt of wo- 


| 
1 


2 Chriſts communion with | 


SI : as 
have choſen to infiſton, is one of them : 7 


againe. Thou, O-my Love , my Dove, my faire 
Oze, artſadT ſee, and diſconſelate at my de- 


Lilly (Gizdeed ) : among thorns, I ſhall leave thee : 
the Prince of darknefie dwelling in the children 
of darknefie , will endeaucur to devonre thee ; 
Sores of Belial will beſet thee, perſecute and 
terment thee, as they have done me before thee : | 


men ?”dejetted, as one without all conſolation | 
for 1 will uot leave thee comfortleſſe, I will come| 
ro thee, 
What difference is there between a pri- 
ſon-houſe and mine own houſe, it ſweet 
friends continually come to me there? *Tis 
a priſon and no better we abide in, whilſt 
we dwel in the body -: fetter'd we are 
with many Iuſts, and grdan we doe , under 
the * ryone and oppreflion of a body of] 
| O! wretched men that we are, 
dwelling in theſe dungeons; of clay , if no 


#4 


O my Spouſe, what thou ſayeſt ; and therc- 
fore that thy dwelling in the body may not 


be comtortlefle, I wil come to thee, Iwil 


ts. 4 


Es | uot | 1 


—_— wow x v7 oO pon er wor oor } 


— |] his Church militant. 3. 


10t leave thee comfortleſſe, I will come, &c. | 
The body is a priſon to the ſoul, and the |: 
world isa hel to both. The God of this 
world is a Devil , and the children of this 
world Dcvils, to the Spouſe of Chriſt. The} 
, | farther torments her ſpirit; and the children | 
torment her fleſh : neither in body nor ſoul, 
» (| Whileſt in this world, can the Spouſe of 
Chriſt be quict. We that are thus in hel. 
.| upon earth, ſhal quickly be comfortlefle, if 
no friend from Heaven come -to us. True, 
:| oh my Spouſe: butto prevent this, 1 will 
come to thee. From Heaven to Earth ( ol 
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OE 
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deed ) is a long journey ; but yet this Ple 
- [not ſtand on ; rather then thou ſhalt be left 
comforclefſe, in any condition upon earth, I 
wil trom Heaven come to thee; Let it be 
what weather *rwil , at what time. *wil, 
| and beat mid-night thou need'ſt me, I wil 
| comecto thee; I will xot leave you comfortleſſe, 
11 wil come to you. | | 
Affliction hath made many friends tpon. 
|] carth forſake me, O my Saviour! wilt not 
true; 0 my heavenly friend fo ſerve me? What 
eres) If che devil caſt me into priſon ? wilt thou 
y not come to me there ? wilt thou viſit me when | 
Twill! lyeina naſty roome, amongſt naſty wret- 
-- .-ychez, that curſe and ſweare , which thou 
B 2 cani{t | 
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4 Chriſts communion with 


women! rather then thou ſhalt be comfort- 
lefle in ſuch a condition, I wil! come to thee. 


the iron exter into my ſoul ? wilt thou not 


| wax weary at Jaſt, and leave comming to] 
{me ? No my Love, | am reſolved to the| WW 
| contrary. [ 1 will not | leave thee comfertleſie, |. 
(I will | come to thee. 
| 
| 


Why, bt what if Satan winnow me as 


| vh:at, and caſt me into fin , which is more 


! odious to thee then any priſon , then any 
| place, or any thing : wilt thou not then 
| ſhake me off for ever, and never come to 


{ make me ceafe comming to thee for a mo- 


| 


me more? This, © faireſt of women , may 


ment : butno longer : forIam reſolved not 
to [ leave] thee comfortleſie in any condition, 
either of fin or puniſhment. 1 will ot [leave] 
thee comfortleſſe | 1 will | come to thee.” 


promiſe to his Spouſe, of all kindnefſe, du- 


canſt not endure to heare ? Yea © faj ceſt off | 


Thou wilt come to me, © my Saviour] 
one day : but what it the Devil keep me| 
in (ſuch a priſon rex dayes ? along time? til]} 


My Text, you ſee, is Chriſts conjugal || 


ring the time of his perſonal abſence. The|| 
| matter of this promiſe is conſolatory ; the] |% 


forme according to which our Saviour ex- 
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 preſſeth this ccnſolatory language, is firſt 1 
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negative þ 
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bzs Church militant. 
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| negative ; 1 will not leave you comportieſſe. 
mk} Secondly , affirmative ; { wil! come to 3ou. 

:| Theſe Jatrer words containe the reaſon of 
what is delivered in the former. We can- 


not be comfortleſſe ; Þ becauſe | Chriſt ſti] 


ine);} comes to us. And thus taking the words, 


1| you may read them thus , viz. 1 wil not leave 
ing: | you comfortleſſe, | for | I will come to you. No 
condition can be comfortlefe,it Chriſt come 
to US, 

I will not leave 1 comfortleſſe, | Oux cghoe 
1 Una o;F«vs,T will n0t leave you fatherleſſe and 
 motherleſſe. IT will not leave you Or phans,ſaith 
the Origina],arogpoiZope: the word comes 
from, that is here tranſlated comfortleſſe, 
| which fignifies to be made fatherlefſe and 
, | motherlefſe ; which becauſe it- is uſually a 
{ | condition very comfortlefſe, therefore is the 
' | word thus rendred, 'ogparss comfortleſſe. Thus 


9%; | thechildren of Chrift ſhal not be left. They 


are nc Orphans, which have Chriſt for their 


| Father. They are never totally bereft of all 
comfort, to whom Chriſt comcs : and thus 


he wil Ri} doe to his Church Militant. Chriſt 
wil never leave comming from Heaven to 


long as he hath any one child upon earth. 1 
wall nt leave you comfortiefie. 
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earth, although it be a very long journey, as | 
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| 6 Chriſts communion with 


4 +41 will come to you | "68x 9pacti Te9's vac | I C- 


4 Ac ſi diceret Chriftus (ſaith one) ſe licet nou- 


J open unto you theſe four things : Firſt, that 
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turne to you, ſaith the Original ; ſpoken in 
| the Preſent Tenſe, and not in the Future, I| 
will | returne to you , as we have it tranſlated. || 


dum profetium, jam eſſe in reditu z As if Chriſt| 
had ſaid , although I am not yet gone from 
you,yet I am returned to you.Chriſt though 
1not actually in perſon departed,yet was rea- 
dy in ſpicit tobe preſent with his Spouſe to | I, 
{the mil of the world. Ls 
Thus having paraphraſtically gone over 
theſe words, I wil put the plaine meaning 
of them into this Theſis in Divinity , That 
the Church of Chriſt Militant ſhall not be left 
comfortleſie, becauſe Chriſt wil come to her. Oc 
thus, No child of Chrift upon earth ſhall be left 
comfortlefle, for Chriſt will come to him. What 
Chriſt ſpake at his departure to his Diſciples 
was not for them onely, but for the comtort | ' 
of all his people to the end of the world. In | ||” 
his Diſciples he ſpake thus to all his chil- 
dren, that are or ever ſhall be upon the face 
of the earth, I will zot leave you comfortleſle , 1 


will come to you. {I 


This comfortable dof&rine, that T may 
fally and methodically handle, 1 wil lay 


_ a. 


_Chrilt} + ] 


| 1 


: fr. | Chriſt doth come to his children'upon earth» 


| Secondly, how Chriſt doth come to his chil- 
| dren upon earth. Thirdly, when Chriſt doth 


bzs charch wilttext. T0 Fs 


come to his children upon earth. Laſtly, 
why Chriſt wil take ſo much paines, as to 
come to his children on earth ? I begin with 
the firſt of theſe, to wit, that Chriſt doth 
come to hisChurch and children upon earth. 
The truth of this is evident: by our Saviours 


Perience. 

Our Saviour, not onely in my Text,but in 
| many other places promiſed to come to his 
Church Militant, and therefore ſurely he 
doth come to his people on earth : for 
Chriſt is God , and God cannot lye,nor repent. 


full is be that hath promiſed , ſaith the Apo+« 
ſtle. Goe therefore and teach all Nations , Oc. 
teaching them to obſerve all things, whatſc- 
ever I have commanded you ; andlo I am with 


own language, and by each godly mans cx- 


INS ”s 


— 


What Chriſt hath ſaid he wil doe, that he | 
wil faithfully performe to a tittle : for faith | 


I o.com... CO" "wy 
. . © . * 


you alwpayes, ever tothe end of the. world, A-. 
[mer. Matth. 28. 19, 20. This .place ſhewes; 
plainly , that Chriſt doth come. to his.chil-' 
dren upon earth ; and that he wil doe this 


to the end of the world. For Miniſters ( of |. 
all men) to walke faithfully. in their places, | 


ti 


| = teaching 


Or CCC 


Chrifts communion with 


reaching their flock to obſerve | all | things | } 

-- {that Chrift hath given them in char,e, Wil| | 
.# {coſt them hot water : eſpecially living in 
15 [| corruptplaces. This our Saviour tenderiy 

conſidered : and therefore that his Diſciples | 

might not be diſheartned,. he aſſures them | ſj 
of his company unto the laſt, to ſupport and | 
ne comfort them. Lol am with you to the end of 

1» [the world ; Chriſt by his phraſe of ſpeech | 

doth hint us, that what he then ſpake ſhould 
reach further than unto thoſe to whom thcn 
he appeared: namely, to all Miniſters and 
people to the end of the world, that ſhal fairch- 
tally diſcharge their places and callings to 
his honour; -_ POE: 2 

4 þ I might here tel you, that not onely 

_ * TChriſts word, jburt alſo Chriſts name ſets 

_ 4 1forth therruth of this, that Chriſt is with 

; {his Church Militant, and ſo conſequently, 

x {thathedoth come to her. He was called Em-. 

.- '# {manuel, which being interpreted, is God with 
"4 14. Mat. 1.23. Which name was not only to 

+. 4noteChrift, as then corporally preſent with 
.. '# { his Church: butto nore Chriftas one having 
5 RR A 0 our nature, andſoto be 
- ip I more glorioully preſent with his Church to 


N [il the end of the world , then ever from the 
4 | beginning after Adams fall. 


bis Church mil itant. 3 


= 
| | ſaid of her husband, as his name is, ſ5is he ; 
thin. | Nabal is his name , and foly is with him: fo 
I; may the Spouſe ſpeak of her Husband 
Chriſt; as his name is, ſo is he. Emmanuel is 
his name ,which fignifies God with us, and fo 
indeed is Chriſt. He is continually with us; 
; | What David ſaid of himſelf, in. reſpe& of | 
' | Chrift; that may we truly ſay of Chriſt, in | 
{ | reſpe&t of as. Nevertheleſſe Claith he) IT am | 
eoninually with thee , thou haſt holden. me by | 
my rizkt hand. Though Chriſt dwel in 
Heaven, and we on earth ; yer neverthelefſz 
he i3 continually comming to us ,, and abi- 
ding with us. | 
The godly have, and do. find the trath of |- 
3 | this by blefſed cxpcrience, which is the ſe=| 
""-4-| cond thing ; and that which I rather infit | 
on, for the confirmation of the truth ir 
kund ; becauſe againſt experience there is 
no diſputation. Peter found the truth. of | 
£4. | this, tt a Chritt ccmcsto his children upon}. 
\ 1 earth, that their condition may nor be}. 
| | comfortleſſe. Herod catt Peter into pri-|. 
me" [{o1, andthought to have made him com<f 
1434 | tortlefſe; bur Chriſt came to him, as you!'þ: 
RW | may ſee. And behold Cſaith the Text ) | 
wt | the Angell of tte LORD came upon bim; 
"1 | and @ Light ſhined in the priſon 5 and 
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10 Chriſts communion with 


he ſmote Peter on the fide,and raiſed him m ſay- 
ng, Ariſe up quickly : and his chaines feil off 
from his band. The Jewes by a ſtorm of ſtones 


but Chrifts comming to him prevented it. 
Chriſt ſo glorioufly came to him in that 


believe) thenever he did before in his lite : 
{for- he looked up ftedfafily into Heaven, and 
aw the glory of God , and leſus ſtanding at the 
right hand of God : he ſaw the Heavens ope- 


dently revived him : which glorious vifton 
7 $he could never have ſeen, had not Chriſt 
# JYcometohim. Paxllikewiſe found the truth 
fr Toft this point, when he had left Athens, and 
'# FYFcameto preach to the Gentiles at Corinth. 
'* FHewas very fearta] what ſucccfle he ſhould 
-þ, 1findein his Minifſtery amongſt the barbarogs 
. FGentiles. Now our tender Saviour, that Paul 
{mightnot be overborne with feare,and made 
Eheartlefſe and comfortlefſe, graciouſly comes 
4to himina vition, as you may rcad , Then 
Lake the Lard to Paul by night in a v:ſion , Be 
rot afraid , but ſpeak, and hold not thy peace ; 
*Ffor 1 am with thee ; and no 14an ſhall ſet cn thee 
Fto hart thee, for T have much people in this City, 
Thus atanoiher time Chriſt came to Panl, | 


thought to have made Stephex comfortlefle, | 


| 


deadly ſtorm, that he found more comfort(l | | 


* * .  ® 
. _ 


-ned ready to receive him, which tranſcen- | jm 
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kis Church. militant... : It: 
that he might not be lefe comfortlefſe, when 
lhe was pleading his cauſe before Ananigs, 
and like to be pulled in pieces.. And the night! 
 folowing C ſaid the Text ) the Lord ſtood by 
bim, and (aid, Be of geod:cheere Paul;for as thou 
| haft tejtified of me in Teruſalem , ſo muſt thou 
a'ſ) bear witneſſe at Rome. At another time, 
As 23.11. Pauland Silas together had ex+ 
 perience of this truth , that Chriſt comes to 
his Church militant. As they were pouring, 
out their ſoules tcgether in prayer , Chriſt: 
wonderfully came to them :. he came in an. 
Earthquake, and made the foundati:ns of the: 
priſon ſhake , and ſo opened all the priſon doors, 
and looſed every priſoners hounds. Comfortable; 
was Chriits comming to Pal and Sas, but 
tcrrible to the Goaler ; for he ſeeing in what 
manner Chriſt broke in and reſcucd his ſer- 
horn coor have killed himſelf; but Chritt 
came graciouſly to his foul alſo,and reſcued: 
it out of the hands of the Devil. Happy was 
itfor this man; that Chrizt did finith wwo 
workes in one jJonrney 3 to wit,.come to Pxul 
| and Slas , and deliver their bodies cut of 
priſon ; and withel come to their Gaolor, 
and deliver his ſoul out of priſon too. In:an 
Earthquake came both to priſoners & Gao- 
| ler: for the Gaoler came TROY to .the 


£ riſoners 


-— 
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— 


| 


- 141] Priſoners of hope, as a man in deſpaire; and 

+] fell dowae, ſaith the Text, before Paul and Si- 

" 4 las. Tis no matter how Chriſt come to us, ſo. 

7/1 he comfort us before he leave ns. Thus 1 have 

> it: ſhewedto you, that Chrift doth cometo his 
- - 14:4 Church Militant. 

 #:} The ſecond thing thatI am to ſhew y ou | 

" il;+þfor the opening of the point 3 is, how Chr. | 

: 1:4 doth come to his Church Militant. To this | 

41-11 wi anſwer, Firſt, more generally and 

| briefly : Secondly , more particular}y and ! 

Pj fully. More generally and briefly, I anſwer 

/*4thns : Chrift viſits his Church Militant, as 

*:1 David vilited and comforted Hanuw ; to wit, 

* | mediately by his ſpirit, as Daviddid medi- | 

'*;{ ately by his ſervants. 4d IT will pray the Fa- 

: i Trber, and ve ſhall give you another comforter,that | - 

' Ihe may abide with you for ever ; even tbe | Sparit 

* $of trath, | &c. Joh. x4. 16, 17, Peter tound | 

. $4 the truth of this, that Chriſt by his Spirit 

: + comes now to his Church Militant. While 

1 Peter thought onthe viſion, | the SpiriF] ſaid unto. 

bim, bebold three mea ſeek thee. 

yf But in the ſecond place, that Imaymore 

| particularly and tully anſwer to this cucfti- 

#Jfon; to wit, how Chriſt doth come to his |. 

- 38 | Church Milicant, to comfort her fn all con-! 

--41 {ditions Iwil lay before you the generall 

cons | 
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Moan 
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f as in them, The general conditions of man- | | 
"MN kinde are two, proſperity and adverſity. 


1 of Gods people to a comfortlefic condition, 
T] aid not Chriſt by his Spirit come to them. | ' 
\] Satan, that evil ſpirit is ſo bulte , comming 
| to the children of God , when in proſpert- 
| ty, that did not Chiiſt alſo come to them by 


ov | vas warme in the High Priefts Hall, then}: 
ſo farre he prevaild on hin, that had not]. 
mM |rit come to him, he had been in a comfort- | 


| | condition of good men now be, which are 4 


— — _ _ 
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conditions of mankinde : and ſhew you how | | 
Chriſt by his Spirit as a Comforter, comes to | | 


Proſpericy would ſoon bring the ſouts 


his Almighty ſpirir , to quench all his fie- | * 
ry darts , their ſoules would ſoon be com-| 
fortlefle, the Lord knowes. When Peter | : 
the devil by a damſfel came to him, and |; 


Chriſt lookr back upon him, and by his Spi- | 


__ — 


lefle condition indeed. And thus would the 


warme in their neſts with outward things, | 
did not Chriſt come to them : when the ſons]. 
of God be honourable, and great amongſt 

the ſonnes of men, as David and Solomen, 
Tob, Trcoh, and Atraham were ; then the| 
devil in point of policy, though not our | 
of love,vifies them often ; and by often com- 
\Mm1ng to them then , drawes their precious 


_louls} 


— m— 


hy. 


. 


| |be left in this comfortleſſe ſtate, to periſh | # 


&# his heart in the midſt of vaine laughter, ſad. | 


{ 


. 
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| 
| eternally ; Chriſt by his Spirit thus comes to |} 
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 ſoules into many finnes, as "= ambirion, 
| malice, ſenſuality, and the like ; which like 
Cankers, quickly fret and eat out all divine 
conſolation in the ſoul, and leave it like the 
Prodigal feeding npon huskes ; folacing it | 
ſelf with no other Joy and content, then | 
what the bare creature dipt in fin wil aft. rd | 
the ſenſe; which, you muſt needs ſay, is of | 
all comfortlefle conditions the moſt an1 
worſt comfortleſſe. Now that theſe may not | 


*g 


TR 


| 


them. Firſt, in a ſweet ſtil voyce behinde 
them,as the Prophet ſpeakes, ſaying, ſome- 
- times in the midſt of their ſenſuality : This is 
not the way to eternal joy : no, this is the | | 
way, O ſenſual ſoul, walk in it. ſ 
| This ſti] voyceftrikes a damp in the mer- | 
ry ſenſual ſoul of a Chriftian, and makes 


If this be not prevalent enough to turn him, i 
but on again he wil in his ſinful way ; then 
Chrift comes with a witnefle, in thundring 


| confcience, as he did to the Ifraclites, to 
bring them to ſee their wickednefſe in chu- | 
ling a King ; until Gcd thundered and ligh- 
 tened from Heaven fearfully , they laid not 


—————. 
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and lightning ,. to convince and ſting the|. þ 
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to heart their reje&ing God as their King, 
but went on ſtrongly and unaffte&edly in 
their way. And juſt thus oft times it is with 
' many of the ſonnes of God in proſperity : | 
the ſtil voyce of Chriſt (weet]y ſuggeſting, 
and mildely checking for finne, is not ſtrong | 
enough to ſtop and turne them, until the] 
Angel of the covenant come downe into | 
the conſcience, and ftand with a flaming 
Sword , threatning nothing but Hel and 
Death , if they make on a ſtep further, rhey 
ſtop ro: turn not z which though not Chriſts | 
natural carriage to his children , yet he wil j 
in tender love deny himfeit thus far, as to; 
put on an af ighting Vizzard npen his ſmi- 
ling countenance, and come terribly , and! 
ſave violently, by plucking his children out 
of the fire, rather then he wil leave any of 
his ſo comfortleſſe ,, as to periſh remedilefle. 
Chriſt wil ſpeak out and ſpeak plain, as 
did to David by Nathan, when a ſtil voyce, 
and ſecret {itent hints and becks wil not do, 
hewil comeand lay his mouth to a mans 
eare, and cry aloud , when he perceives that 
'the pleaſure or profit of ſin hath madehim 
very deafe : he wil never leave crying and 
calling, ſtrizing and knocking , til he hath 
made the deafe foul heare,. and humble 


te 
. 


| | himſelf 


——. 
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W116 Chrifts communion with | 
* I} | himſelf with Peter and David, and then he 
-} | puls off the terrible Vizzard from his coun- 
- 7 | tenance, and looks upon the mourning peni- 
* Ul tent with a countcnance like Lebana, and 
{{ | his lips dcop ſweet ſmelling myrrh, into his 
fi; | broken ſpirit - and ſo is not left comfortlefle, 
24 | according to Chriſts promiſe, 1 wil xot leave 
4% | you comfortlefe, I will come to you. 
But ſuppoſe Satan ſhould not be buſte, 
: | comming to the ſonnes of God in proſperity; |. 
yet would worldly proſperity be a comfort- | 
lefle condition, ſhould not Chriſt by his Spi- | 
rit come to'them. Riches and honours, to- | 
gether with all other delights of the ſonnes | 
' of men ; they areas the white of an Egge, |- 
things without ſavour, unlefſe Chriſt come 
alongwith them to ns: they tire and wea- | 
ry , prick , diſtratt and vex a man : they 
rob him of his ſleep, and many times of his 
| wits, nay of his precious life : they drowne | 
mens ſouls in pride, voluptaouineſle, ſfecu- } 
rity, and ſo ſet them in the next way to tel. | 
: & | This ſnare waits at every ungodly mans ta- | 
"-* |ble, which makes proſperity to him com - 
--\*# {fortlefle. This ſnare, that it may not catch 
- W.jche godly , Chriſt comes to them by his Spi | 
I | rit, and ſanQhes protperity to them : He 
teaches them how to abgund ; that is, how ſo to | 
uſe | 
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I 7 | 
uſe the creatnre, as to enjoy ſervice and 
2M | comfort from it: aud to bring honour and 
Tn glory by it. 

'| The crealure 1s empty of what it promiſeth : 
and enticing with what it hath : and this 
makes proſperity to every carnal man , a 
| comfortlcfſe condition. Now to take off 
| both theſe, Chriſt comes to his children 
| Which enjoy the creatute , plenteou{ly : he 
| comes in the creature, and ſo cures the emp= 
 tinefle of it : that is, by his blefling he makes 
| it ſatisfiable and contentful to the enjoyer, 
C1 Which itis not of it ſelf : this is the peculiar 

|| $AINC that attends the godly : Chrif COmMes 
11h the creature to them, and ſo cures the 
j| emptineſſe of it , and puts ſuch a ſupernatu- 
ral vertue and ſweetneſle in it, that they are 
therewith contented, And as Chriſt comes 
[ iz ] the creature to cure the emptineſſe of | 
| It,-{0 hecomes| with ]the creature, to cure: 
the enticing of it. He doth by the creature 
'. | lead theſouls of his children to the Crea- 

.{| tor : by the ſweet of the one, he lifts up 
©. | theirſouls to heaven, to admire the ſweet- 

6 | nefle of the other : ſo that, thatwhich others | 
| are enticed and beſotted with, and reſt in, 
©: thatthey take wing from to flee to heaven, | 
p73 | whence comes every good and perfet gift, 
A which } 
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| Chriſt come to us,and be our Phyſician. Spi-| 
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19 Chriſts communion with 


which is that indeed that makes proſperity al] 


confortlefle enough, the Lord knowes. 
Secondly, adverſity would be a comfort- 
lefle condition to the godly, if Chriſt by his 
Spirit did not come to them : This I tuppoſe 
none wil deny ; For #o afflidion in it ſelfe is 
| contfortable or joyful,but comfortlefle, if Chriſt 
by his Spirit doe not come to us. Corporal | * 
affliction is a comfortleſle condition, unlefle} 


[ dition, if Chriſt doe not come to us. 


ritual affli&tion is a more comfortleſle Con= | 


Here theſe two queſtions are necefiary to 
beanſwered : Firſt, how doth Chriſt come 
to us in corporal afflifttion ? Secondly, how 


doth Chriſt come to us in Spiritual af-| 
fliction ? 


Tothele queſtions both together, I thus 
anſwer : Chriſt the Phyſitian of ſoul and| 
body , comes to both with comfort in one | | 
way 3 and that is by helping the ſoul to ap- 
ply the promiſes of God, which are ſutable 
to hisdiftreſſe. Ifa childe of God be ſad 
and ſorrowful , becauſe of corporal affli&ti- 
on , Chriſt comes to him by his Spirit,with 
this comfortable language, I am all-ſuffici- 
ent, Chriſt by his Spirit,ſpreads abroad this 
Cardinal | 
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comfortable condition ; which otherwiſe is] Þ};,.; 


M*1] leads this mourning Chriſtian to ſome par-, 


ks 471 
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cute right meancs to accompliſh their right 


| MEeANeCs. 


a; | fome corporal calamity ; Chriſt doth then 
1 | in ſuch a ſoul, as Jacobs ſons and daughters | 
; | did for him, They roſe up (ſaith the Text) and 


Spirit, after a lively manner indeed, riſes up 
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| his Church militant. 18 
Caidinall promiſe before the ſad foul , and 
ſhewes him what a depth of micrcy is folded: 
up in it. There is a ſufficiency of wiſdom in 
me to fnde out wayes and meanes to deliver 
thee though never ſo low brought. There | 
is likewiſe a ſufficiency of power, to proſe- 


end. Nay, there is a ſufficiency in me to work. 
about good for thee , O ſad ſoul, withaut 


There's a ſufficiency of affe&ion and 


wil, to declare power and wiſdome , with: 


neral Promiſe , the ſoul ſtil droop under 


comforted him, Gen. 37. 35. So Chriſt by his 
in ſuch a ſoul to comfort him : and now he 
ticular promiſe ; that is, ſuch a promiſe as 
ſpeakes not of deliverance in general, but 
of deliverance in particular , out of this 
or that kind of diftrefſe, which he groanes 


poſe a Chriſtian be ſad and take thoughr 


ks: | every attribute-elſe, for thy good. If for all} 
=... | this application and amplification of a ge- 


under. As, *to give you an inſtance, ſup-} 
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o | as Chriſt faith , 1/bat be ſhall eat , and what 


'' | he ſhall drinke, and wherewithall he ſhall be 
| | cloathed : then the Comforter comes with 
N i this particalar promiſe, which ſpeakes of 
*:115; [deliverance out of this particular diſtrc]-. 
” |IFnſt, ſeek the kingdome of God and his righ- 

| teouſueſie : and all theſe things ſka'l be added 
kt. | untoyou:; take therefore no thought for to mor- 
WF: [row , for to morrow ſhall take thought for the 
| things of it ſelf. Mat. 6.33,34. If yet forall 

I | this, the ſpirit of a Chriſtian ſtil complain,as 
{4 one fearing he ſhal want daily bread for him 
[and his; then the comforter comes, and per- 
#: f iwades the ſoul to reſt quietly upon thy pro- 
%; ]miſe of God, He ſpeakes now to the com- 

- 4s IJplaining Chriſtian, as the Levites father in 
'#+: [law did to him, Comfort thy ſelf, Tpray thee, 

- 1; I with a morſell of bread. Judges 19. Comfort 
-- # {thy ſelf, O monrning ſoul, Ipray thee,with 
# | this particular promiſe, which is but a mor- 
- * [ſelofthatbread, which came downe from 
heaven, one of the leaſt favours that Chriſt 
hath procured for thee, to wit, a right and 
3 | intereſt in the creature : with this perſwa- 
if | five language, doth Chriſt follow the com- 
 * { plaining ſou},unti] he hath perſwaded him 
kN | | to own his own mercy; and fo he keeps his| h,- 
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As Chriſt in corporall affli&ions comes to 
his children , and keepes them from being 
| comfortleſſe; fo Ikewiſe he comes to them 
in ſpiritual aftii&ions, that they may not be 
left comfortleſſe. Ir a child of God be ſad 
and ſorrowfu]l, becauſe of this or that ſtrong | 
temptation z the comforter then comes to | 
him with this ſwect language, My grace | 
ſufficient for thee. Thou "os , and Satan 
tempts thee 3 thou doeſt faſt and pray, and 
yet Satan and thy Juſts are more violent up- 
on thee ; thou doeft all this with bitter 
| LEAares » and Satan is the more bitterly bent 

again thee 3 and thou art foiled every mo- 
t | ment. By this, O winnowed foul ! Chriſt 
ml | would ſhew thee, that thou wilt be com- 
| fortlefſe, in rhe midſt of all thy ſore ſoul- 
labour , unleſle he come to thee. This ſame| 
| ſhall comfort us , concerning the work and toyle | 
of our hands , ſaid Lamech of Noah : ſo may: 
we ſay of Chrilt 3 this ſame muſt comfort us, 
thats | concerning the labour and toile of our ſouls 
arigits | with any temptation : or elſe wee {hall be 
his pls | comfortlefſe , though wee labour never fo | 
wid | much. And this Chriſt doth , and wil doe; 
ſ " _ zot leave you comfortleſſe , I will come to 
od | 1f a Chriſtian lyc languiſhing becauſe of 
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$' | he like the good Samaritan , poures in oyle | 
-#! [and wine into our wounds, and cures us. | 
4.1 Though Satan paſle by, and his limmes paſſe 
54 | by, and leave us comfortlefſe in the day of 
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Satans prevailing upon him by temptation ; 
that we may not be comfortleſſe in this con- 
dition,Chriſt by his Spirit comes to him;and 
(hewes him the fountaine of his blood , how 


is, that it wil drown all finne ; Sinnes after; 
converſion, as wel as before : ſinnes often 
repeated , as wel as finnes once committed. 
And then he ſhewes the wounded ſoul, how 
free this fountaine is, for any that hunger and 
thirſt for it , for any that are weary and heavy 
laden, 1 John 1.7. and defire to be eaſcd 
by itz and ſo by degrees draws the wounded 

» to waſh his wounds in it by faict®and 
Chrift heales and comforts him. As the 
brethren of Ephraim comforted him , when 
he mourned becauſe the men of Gath had 
flaine his ſon. 1 Chro..7.22, So Chriſt comes 
to us, and comforts us, when thedevil by 
his temptations hath almof ſlaine our ſouls, | 


| | 


wounds and bleeding, yet Chrift cannot, ſo 
ful of bowels is he ; nor wil not: Iwill xt | 
leave you comfortleſe, &c. py = 

If a Chriſtian lie languiſhing , becauſe of | : 
often | 


———___D_——— 


b 


| 
_ 
| 
| 


Dtation 3 
his con- 


him;ahd, godly friend, as the Prophet did to his, 


dd, hoy 
7 deep it 

es after 
es often 


his Church militant. 23 
often and frequent relapſes , after promiſes 
and purpoſes to doe better ; It this Chriftian 


in the anguiſh of his ſpirit ſpeak to every 


ThereforeſuidT, looke away from me , TI will 
weep bitterly; {abour not to comfort me , becauſe 


of the ſpoyline of the daughter of my people, 


umitted, 
1, hoy 
unger and 
md bean) 
be caſed 


younded 
and 
« As the 
MN , when 
ath had 
11t comes 
devil by 
our ſouls, 
; in oflt 
cures 15 


| Chriſtian friends ! yea,and you, my faithful 


Iſai. 22. 4+ Look away from me, Oyemy| 


Miniſter 3 for I wil weep bitterly ; labour 
not to comfort me, becauſe of the ſpoyling 
of my ſoul, by ſo often finning , againſt} 
vowes and promiſes, favours and bleflings : | - 
Chriſt c@mes to this ſoul, and wil not leave |. 
him comfortlefſe in this condition, (though | 
it be indeed a very deſperate condition.) 
The Comforter uſually takes this courſe, 
with this comfortlefſe ſonl, to poure in 
{ome Oyle into his deep wounds : he rea- 
 ſoneth with him from the mercy of man, to 
the mercy of God; from a drop, to the 
| Ocean ; and it may be,faſtens upon his own 
language once delivered to Peter. Peter came 
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y.0| brother ſinne againſt me, and I forgive him ? 
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Fo our Saviour and ſaid, Lord, how oft-ſhal my . 


till ſeven times ? Teſus ſaith unto him, T ſay 
not _ thee untill ſeven times, but untill\ 
ſeventy times ſeven» Matthew 18. 21, 22.| 
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From his ſpeech , the Comfo: tr thus reaſc- 
neth;with this ſad and ſore wounded 1ſoule, 
viz. If Chriſt would have Peter, a finful] 
man » ſhew ſo much mercy to one , ſo often 
offending him ; ſurely Chriſt, a holy God, 
and infinite in love, is ready to ſhew much: 
more compaſlion himſelte, to thole that are 
| penitent , - though they have ſinned times 
without number againſt him. Thus the 
Comforter leads this deſperate Chriſtian, as 
a weak wounded man by the hand, from the 
\ mercy of .man to the-mercy -of God; and 
enables him this my. after ſome ſpace of |' 


| time,to take in comfort : for Chriſt igreſo]- 


ved,he wil not leave this Chriſtian comfort- 
lefſe, Chriſt will never leave comming to 
this comiortlefſe ſoule, with this ſpeech of | 
his to Peter, and to others of like nature (as | 
Chriſt is wel farnitht for a comforter ) until] 

he | ath brought him to drink willingly(for 

Chriſt forceth no Phyfick upon any Patient) 

of the cup of conſolation more or Jeſſe ; and 
the longer fick ſoules turn away their heads 
from this cup,the more (many timesJhe per-| 
ſ{wades them to drink at laſt, "Mn 

: 2nd gratie, for triall fake, 
hide himſelfe from a Chriſtian , and fo ſet 
him a mourning; 1 thall ſhew you by and by, 
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real. how he comes to him. This is a condition 
ſouls (though of all deſerted conditions, the belt) 
nful which wil make a chriſtian heart comfortleſs| 
ofta| indeed. Thcu didſt hide thy face, and I was 
God] troubled. Pſal. 30. 7. Gods hiding his face, 
much though but for trials ſake, wil ſo trouble a 
ata chriftian, that he wil quickly be a burthen' 
time] to himſelf, and feare round about,as *tis ſaid of 
$ thi Paſhbur. *Twil make him weary of the night, 
an, 4| and weary of the day; weary of his own 
mm the. houſe,and weary of Gods houſe; weary of 
3 and mirth , and account it madneſfle ; weary of 
ace of riches, honours, yea life it ſelfe, and wiſh for 
elol- death. O that I might have my requeſt, and that 
nfort- God would grant me the thing that I long for, e= 
ng to vex that it would pleaſe. God to deſtroy me, that 
ech of: he would let his hand looſe and cut me off; then 
re(a ſhould I yet have comfort : then ſhould I ſee 
untill! the face of God , which I long like Moſes to 
ly(for| fee ; then would he lift up the light of his lo- 
tient) ving countenance, and cauſe his face to ſhine} 
ezand gloriouſly upon me , whereas now I walke 
"heads in the valley and ſhadow of death ; darke| 
ie per} dayes are all that goe over my head;the glo- 
©. rious Sonne of righteouſneſſe ſhines not up- 
| ak} on my ſoul, from morning to night. To this 
ſofa} ſad foul thus bemoaning himſelte for want 
ndbjj of his beloved , Che his wel beloved thus 
' now X com- 
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|comfortably.comes. There hath no tempta- 
t tro taken hold on thee yet , O mourning foul, 
but that which'is common to man : and be aſſu- 
Jred of this 3 that-God is faithful Ly whom thou| Ml 
art tempted , and will not try thee above, that| Wit 
which thou art able : but will wnh the tempra-| 
tion alſo make a way to eſcape , that thou maiſt | ui 
be able to beare it. 1 Cor. 12.15, For a-my-| 
ment, O faireſt of Women , 1 ſaw juſt cauſe |.# 
to hide-my face from thee,to try the truth of | 
thy love to me : but know , that with ever- || 
laſting kindneflſe wil I have mercy on thee. 
Thy dulneiſe alſo in my ſervice, and thy |: 
low prizing my company , did ſomething | 
trouble me; but know, that the muuntaines | 
ſhall depart , and the hills be removed , bat my |; 
hindneſſe ſhall never depart from thee : for this|'Wl; 
is as the waters of Noah uato me; as 1 bate|'\wh 
{ſworne that the wators of Noah ſhould no m1 re|- 
gee over the earth ; ſo have I ſworne that T will: 
not be wroth with thee, nor reouke thee. O thou |'jult| 
1 afliied, and toſſed with tempeſt , and not com- | 
forted ; behold, I will lay thy ftones with fai-e|# 
colours, and lay thy foundations with Saphirs, | 
and I will make thy windowes of Agats, and tby |Wiih 
gates of Carbuncles , and all thy borders of plea- |W 1g 
ſans Saphirs. 1ſai. 45.8. 9. Out ofthis tweet | 
language of the Prophet to the natural ||wtfy; 
| branch, JK. 
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Tempts:branch , the comforter will fetch ſuch pre- 
mg jou, cious water of life, to revive his deſerted 
Z be offs ſoul : with theſe kiſſes of his lips wil he 
20mthn {Oo comfort him, that he ſhal be conftrained 
va tha co ſay with David ; Thou, which haſt ſhewed 
rothr me great troubles , haſt quickned me ag aine,and 
ou maif haſt brought me up againe from the depths of the 
r a:Mm> earth ; thou haſt increaſed my jay, and comfor- 
{t cauſe red me on every fide.Pſal.71.6. 1 could hither- 
tha'to, O my God, ſee thy back-parts , ſome 
Never ſad attributes of power and juſtice , which 
dn-thee did terrifie my {oul to look on z but lo, now 
nd' thy I ſee thy glory, thou haſt cauſed it gloriou(- 
acthing Iy to paſſz by me: nay , to ſhine upon me : 
tains I ſee thy face like Lebanon, comely as the 
, butm Cedars ; and herewith is my longing ſoul 
for thi ſatisfied , as with marrow and fatnefle. This 
I ban is my comfort , in mine affliion ; for thy Spirit 
omn O Chriſt, by thy wird bath revived me. Sothat 
t I vi this ſoul, thongh very ſoxrowful , yet is not 
tha lefe comfortlefſe nzither. Thus I have an- 
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an 


Jih} When Chriſt comes to us. I will aot leave you 
# comfortleſſe, I will come to you. 


s\ 
Wanuu 


But when , O 
my Saviour, wilt thou come to us? To this 
I anſwer firlt more 


(5.2 Par- 
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ſwered the ſecond ©uere, to wit, how Chriſt | 


The third thing that I am to ſhew you, is, | 


generally, then more | 
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particularly and determinately. More ge- 
nerally and briefly, Ianſwer thus. Chriſt is 
already come,and is preſent with his Church 
Militant, and wil be to the end of the world, 
as hath been already proved. 1 am come znto 
my garden, my Siſter,my Spouſe,T have gathered. 
my Myrrh with my Spice; 1 have eaten my h. ney- 
| combe with my honey : I have drunke my wine| 
with my milke. Cant. 5. 1. Chriſt we ſeeby 
| this ſweet language, is come, and is with us 
already. I am come, &c. 

But when wil he come to me in particu- 
lar, asa comforter ? This is the queſtion. 
To this] anſwer, faſt negarively, then poſi- [7 
tively.. Negatively I anſwer thus : viz.| 
Chriſt doth not come to. us in this valley of| \,; 
teares , as Aaroy was commanded to come] 1 
into the holy place : Let him not come at all| 
times, ſaith the Lord, /eft be dye. Levit, 16. 2.| 
If Chriſt ſhould not come to us at all times 
of our diſtreſſe , we ſhould dye under our 
burthen , ſo comfortlefſe would be our con- 
dition. When my body is afflited, I ſhal be 
comfortlefſe, it Chriſt doe not come to me. 
When my ſoul is affii&ted, I ſhal be more 
comfortlefſe , it Chriſt doe not graciouſly 
come to me. When my head akes, teeth akes, 
back akes, or belly akes : yea,when my leaſt | 61 
Ghent ©"... ger 


= >, 


mm 


—  — FDI 


— ——— 
hmm — 


7 | finger , Or joynt in my body akes , 1 ſhal be 


comfortlefle, unlefle Chriſt come to me, 


ſo dolorous and comfortleſſe a creature is 
"| man. 


queſtion erewhile propoſed, know , that 
Chriſt comes to his Church Militant at all 


comes to them in all adverſity, after a more 

1 ſpecial manner to ſweeten that, being of it 
| ſclfe very bitter ; bitterneſle in the abſtratt : 

1] my meaning is, altogether bitter , without: 
| the leaſt ſweetneſſe or pleaſurein it, to ſoul 
fl cr body : for no affli&ion is in the!leaſt man- 
ner or meaſure joyous, but as Chriſt by his 
| kinde comming to us then, makes it ſo. 

Put here ] ſha! be thus queſtioned : 


>] iz. If Chriſtas a comforter comes to his 


IN| Church Militant, in every diſtrefſe of ſou] 
mt] and body, how is it that many of Gods chil- 
dren, in corporal and ſpiritual affli&ions, 
utter comfortlefſe and hopelefle language, 
as thoſe that finde no comforter come to 
them ? Is thy mercy cleane gone, and haſt 
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Wherefore as a poſitive anſwer to the| 
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| thou forgotten to be gracious? (ſaith Davidhaſt 

| thou ſput up thy loving Rindueſſe in diſplea-| 

| ſure ? and wilt thou be nomore intreated ? @rc, 

| Many ſuch like ſad and doJorous complaints Doves! 
Jare ſtil nttcrced by ſome of Gods deare chil- ie 

dren : now if Chriſt as a comforter, come to; 

{ his in every diſtreſſe, why 1s it thus wich 

| 

| theſe ? | | 
{ TothisI wil give anſwer , firſt more in-|f* 
dire&tly thus. Poſlibly that ſoul which thus|{# 
complains, cannot but confeſſe, that ChrifhF? 
17 jhath come and tendrcd comfort to him JH 
4 though he through anguiſh and unbelicte re-|j 


it {fuſedic. Now if our ſoul-Phyſitian came[P'F 
1 [from heaven tous, and bring cordials forug, [ft 
f {and we wil not take them, but caft them|Þ) 
4 {bchinde our backs ; ſhall our Phyfi tian bei 
if blamed for unfaichfulncfſe and negligence|| 
4 j[rowards his Patients, as one that did not vi- |{9 
fit them ? _— 
Againe, polhibly too, this Soul which thus || 4 
jcomplaines , mutt confefſe that Chrift came|| whez 
;ro him at the very beginning of his untra- | 00 
ableneſſe towards God, and told him that | ſpodhis 
this would quickly bring him into a com: | yh 
fortlefle wv 66g? not timely Jook®c unto, | {ited 
and bid bim againe, and againe', by a ſweet | |ayt 
on voyce behinde him , to be more pliable | Pri 
to 


h— > «w "—mo= — 
= —— I = 


— ** 


LCL ws 
- 1 4c. 
CH 
- ant. 
= - 
OA - > 
W - 
— 


— 9 woes 


EVE Tm 
b » 3 —— _ 


- — ” 


his Church militant. 


Th + 
f 
F « LS] 
F 


pp i 


” to God, as he tendred his favour , and his 


ram ea ſaying , Open tome my Sifter , my love, my 
mama! Dove, my fare one ; for my bead is filled with 
dew , and my locks with the drops .of the night. 
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bi yi xl Spouſe , yet ſhe unkindly put him off ; and 


+14... upon the matter no berter then lighted 


med | v# 


Un bim. Thave put off my coat , how ſhall Tput it 
bat fealnag] 092 * I have waſhed my feet , how ſhall I defile 
le, tuil 269 7 &-c. Becauſe of this untraftable car- 


ot ciage , Chritt departed from his Spoule, and 


(1) 


. 


-C, 
-# 
T7 


nb Dat ro my Beloved, but be had withdrawne him- 
[hone contld ſelfe 21d was gone: The Spouſe conld not now 
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Ell gl but ſhe might truly ſay , that he did come 


© i} tO her, but ſhe {lightes him, and therefore he | 


m1. was forced to leave her. Thus tis with many 


5% now. They mourne like Rache! intheir mi-} 


0&1 ſery, and artnor comforted, becanſe none 

99 | from heaven conmos to them : ſuch as theſe 
mT | cannot challenge Chriſt for not making 
FJ {good his promiſe, .to come to them , if for- 
* | mcrly he have come tothem , and they have 


mA | intemperancy in this orthar, come to me 
land te] me., t:nlefle you refraine ſuch and 


3I| 


FOE own comfort: Chriſt came to his Spouſe, | 


Wa] But though Chrift thus kindely came to his |. 


uh andadt then ſhe made many complaints : I opened | 


truly ſay , that Chriſt had not come to her : | 


OOO 


lighted him. If my Phyfttian, obſerving my þ 


* of G 4 ſuch. 
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" * | ſuch things, you wil certainly fal into ſuch |! 
| and ſuch diſeaſes, which are very dange- 
rous; if Iflight himin this, and afterward | 
1fal into thoſe diſeaſes, and lie groaning un- 
der them, I cannot blame my Phy ſttian, for |; 
not comming to me, but blame my ſclf that |: 
did ſo flight him. So tis betweene Chriſt|; 
and many a mourning ſoul : Chriſt hath [j 
come to them and told them , that 1t they 
[goe' on in their ſinful courſe , that it |; 
wil rob them quite of their hcavenly con» 
forts; buthein this friendly way hath been 
ſo farre taken with the ſweetnefſe of ſome=| 1 
thing below Chrift, and ſo at laſt hath found 
{the evil of his own way, according to|: 
|Chriſts prediftion, and yet complaines cf |. yr 
Chriſt not comming to him ; but how juſtly 
judge you. 
Againe, as this ſoul poflibly cannot juſt- | : 
ly complaine, that Chriſt hath not come to | +1; 
him : ſo poſſibly he cannot juſtly complaine 
that Chriſt is not come to him. That foul 
which complaines after Chriſt, cannot truly 
ſay, that Chriſt is not come to him : for we 
never truly defire to come to Chriſt, or that: 

{ Chriſt ſhould come to us , unlefſe he were 

| already with us, and we with him. Chriſt, 1 
FH {conclude then, is come to this comprarnny | 
wo ou] ; bY 
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21 ſoul , thongh not in that manner and mea-4 
71 ſure as he defires him. The thought of what | 
L long for, if I have leaſt hope of attaining. 
i. 1 it, is a degree of conſolation. E- 
hw x Finally and moredire&ly , I anſwer to: 
wa, | this complaining ſoul thus ; Chriſt as a ſene/j 
ible and rariedifliies Comforter , comes to: 
us at his time, and not at ours. Now Chritts: 
time to comfort mourners wil make him]. 
| moſt welcome ; and that is uſually when the 
| ſoul is brought to the greateſt extremity, | 
that it is capable of, & not utterly miſcarry. 
When Peter was ready to ſinke on 'the Sea, 
and crycd out, Maſter , ſave me or I periſh, 
Ry | then Chriſt came to him, and caughr him by 
RR |.the hand : thus doth Chriſt uſually come: 
; | with ſenſible and ſatisfaftory conſolations; 

| when poore ſoulcs are almoſt quite 1pent] 
with temptations , and ſoul anguiſh, and; 
looke every houre when they ſhal. dye and | 
drop into hel. He ſhall come to us, as the| 
latter and former raine unto the earth, - ſaith}. 
the Prophet. That is, at the ſeaſonableſt] 
time , when the ſoul wil make him moſt 
welcome;and that iswhen burnt and-ſcorckt} 
with Satans ftcry darts, as theearth with the 
heat of the ſunne :' when-parcht andchapt,.| 


gaping for ſome heavenly ſhowers : then: 
<h C5 _ Chriſts; 
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Chriſts viſits wil be kindnefſe indeed : and 
Chrifts conſolations, ſweet indeed. This| 
ſtil remember, O mourning ſou], that Chriſt | j® 

{ keeps his word , it he doe not leave us com-| | 
fortlefie : and this be aſſured he wil not doe; 
I willnot leave you comfortlefie , I. will come to 

08... op"d 

f But why wilt thou come to me, O my | ſ 

[ Saviour? To this Lanſwer , firſt thus ; > viz.| 

'Eliriſt wil come to his Church Militant to : 
be a. comforter to fulfil his Fathers will. | 
The Spirit of the Lord is upox me , ſaith Chriſt, | 
becauſe the Lord hath apy" a me , to Preach | 

}-good ridings tothe meeke : He hath ſent me to 

 {ozndeup t the broken-hearted , to proclaime liber- 
{ty totbe "orig , and the opening of priſon to| jail 
them that are bound , to proclaime the accepta- 
Þle yeare of the Lord . >. to comfort all that mourn, | | 
&c, By this Text we ſee, that Chriſt -is .a- | # 
nointed for this end : To come to us and be 
our -comforter , whilſt we live here below 
mourning in $;099, What is ſaid of the three | 
friends of Job , that may I ſay of the blefſed 
Trinity. They made an appointment together, 
[te come to comfort him. So the bleſſed Trini- | | 

| |ty, have made an appointment together ro | 

2 jus by.Chrift, and in all diftreſles, ſweetly to 

| 4comfort us. . 


Secondly, | 
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Secondly , Chriſt wil come as a comfor- 
ter to his Church Militant , becauſe he hath 
promiſed it. As Chrift promiſed this in my 
Text ; fo in many other Texts. And if I pgoe 
away , Iwill preparc a place for you, and will 
come againe : andTwillpray the Father, and 
he ſpall give you another Comforter , that may | 
abide with you for ever. By theſe promiſes 
Chriſt hath obliged: himfelfe tro come as a 
comforter to us : Iet therefore onr defer- 
1 | vings of comfort be what they wil, Chriſt 
'| wil come to us, becauſe he hath promiſed 
he wzl. Chriſt ſtands munch upon his word :} 
Chriſt is Ged, and God cannot Ihe, Thouzh 
we believe nt , yet be avideth faithfull, and 
carnot deriy Dimſeife. . A Chriſtian is ready to 
ſay to Chriſt as -Fephthz to the Elders of Gi- 
lead : Did not ye bate me, and expell me out 
of my Fathers-houſe ? and why are ye come to 
me no w, when ye are in diftreſie ? ſaid Fephtha. 
| So faith-a chriſtian, did not I hatethee O 
my Saviour, and dfd nott doe what in me 
_ ] lay to expel thee from my ſoul, by my fir- 
| ning againeand againe againſt thy Spiric ? 
| And why art thon come to me now, to 
| comfort me in my diftrefſe? Why , this that” 
was aforeſaid, may ſuffice,O finful ſoul,as an 
| anſwer. Chriſt looks not at what thou haſt 


done 
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done, but at. what he hath promiſed: and his 
word he will keep, though we change as 

+ {the heavens : heaven and earth ſha] paſſe 
#4 4away, but not one jot of his word ſhal fal ro 
1 the ground. Twillzot leave you comfortleſſe, T | 
will come to you. | 
{7} Theſe 1 conceive are the principal 
{grounds , why Chriſt comes as a comfors- | 
{ter to his Church Militant : two grounds 

{| {more may be alledged, as Cauſe minus princi- 
1 Tp les, lefle principal cauſes ; the firſt where- | 
$of is this:Chriſt comestous in our diſtreſles 
'as a comforter , that we may not ſtretch out | 


ſolate, and becauſe Chriſt did not come to | 
.him as a comforter : he ran like a vagabond 
Ag-up and downe theworld , to finde caſe in 
SY any thing. Judas was diſconſolate, and be- 
A caufe Chriſt as comforter did not come to 
him, he made a halcer his comforter. Saul 

#8 eing in diſtrcii= by the Philiftines , becauſe 
WF Cbrik did not come to him by Urim, nor by 
ES Viton , nor by Prophets, he went to the de- 
WE vil for comfort. Now that Chriſts children | 
may net thus doe, Chriſt will zot leave 
| them-\ 
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.thayy 4 them comfortleſie, hut will come to them. 

F nd rad hy The ſecond ground why Chriſt wil come | 

Tlii to his Church Militant as a comforter , is 
Ea, 1s: That he may ſtop the mouthes of all 

*u *, ungodly wretches , who ſay of theungodly 


U th | LEM 
a2 them, for there is none to deliver them. A WiC 


liz ked man looking upon a wounded foul ' 
alan with a carnal eye, breakes out intoſome 
nfs kr ſuch Janguage , as Achiſþ did concerning 
tow i th David, Lo, you ſee the man is mad. This man 

0a js a diftratted perſon, fitter for Bedlam, then 


for Gods houſe : an idle crackt braine fel-' 


Having thus opened the point in hand, I 


+ (nb wi! in the next place ſhew you how uſeful | 


, when in great diſtrefſes , Perſeute and take |. 
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it is, to the wicked and to the godly. Wi] 
not Chriſt leave any of his children upon 
earth comfortlefſe, bur ſtil as a comforter 
come to them? Then you which live in 
your ſinnes, and ſo conſequently none of | 
 Chriſts children , may colle& the unhappi- 
 nefle rof your condition from this point, | 
You ſhal live and dye comfortlefle, for 
Chriſt wil not come to you as a comforter ; | 41 
thas he comes onely to his children. -Chriſt | wc 
wil not come to you in proſperity as a[; 
comforter ; and therefore in the midft of 
| ſenſual laughter, your hearts wil be {ad : in 
the midſt of all thy worldly contents , thy | 
- x wil at times gnaw and beat within | 

ce: andnever will all thou cnjoycſ give 
any complacency of comfort to thee, be-|: 
cauſe Chriſt as a comforter comes not ro 
thee. All outward comforts, without the 
inward conſolations of Chriſt, they are as| 
good broath unſeaſoned, which rather cloys| 
then contents the appetite ; they weary, di-| 
ſtrat, and vex, aud not revive the owner. | 
Be it that thou art as wiſe as 4chitophel, as | 
.cloquent as Herod, as learncd as Gamaliel, as | 
[rich as Nabal, as honourable as Haman, as 
great in the Church as Zudas ; why,yer ſhalt 
thou live comfortlefle ; that is, utterly d-1t1- | yn, 
| wnte (4% © 
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M | honour, or any other worldly thing to com- 


v4} and others have done. . 


iy | [that bath a comforcable ſpirit, hath not a 
f | laughing face : We do not read that Chriſt] 


| anttan 


tute of ce<leſtial conſolation : one oy 
whereof hath more ſoul reviving, ſweetneſle 
in ic,then all the things of this life can affard 
{1 Alas ! what is learning? what is wit, wealth, | 


11 fort me, if Chriſt do not come to.me? A man 
| may have all that this world can aftard: and 


] Chriit come not to him, as Achitopbel, Indy, 


05. No men laugh lowder, nor laugh ofc- 
W | ner then wicked men in proſperity : no man 
|| merrier in an Alchouſe, Playhouſe, Tavern, 
Faire, or Market, then they : and are not 
$ | theſe then the onely comfortable men in the 
| world. h | 

Sol. TothisI anſwer fiſt thus : Laughter 
1s one thing : and Spiritual conſolation ano= 
ther thing.Every one that laughs, hath not a 
| cheerful ſpirit within : for in the midſt of 


079. Andioon the other hand , every one 


ever laughed , and yet had more comfort in 
his _ , then all che merry men of this! 
world. 


yet hang himſelf for want of comfort, iff 
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laughter a mans heart may be ſad, faith Solo- | 


SccondlIy, I anfiver thus : Some mens ſpi- 
rits 


_ —_ 
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rits are ſo left of God to levity and vanity, 
that they wil laugh at the wagging of a ſt-aw 
(as-we ſay.) This is a great judgement of 
God upon the ſpirit, and not to beaccoun- 
ted a comfortable and happy condition ? Tzs 


hallow , as if their ſpirits were as ful of joy 
as they could hold : what ſhal we conclude 


now ,: that theſe forlorne creatures are in a 


they were but ſenſible of their condition, 
| they would ſoon ceaſe laughing , and begin 
lamenting. And ſo may I ſay to you of all 
that laugh and rejoyce, and yet live in their 


Wl finnes, and ſo conſequently have no comfor- 
q . v 

"ag | ter from heaven come to them, they are mad 

-S {men : were their eyes open to ſee their for- 


lorne condition, they would quickly change 


ning, as Fames ſaith. 
Sueft. Why, but doth not Chriſt come to 


the wicked in proſperity ? 


.quafhng in the golden veſlels of the temple, 


a paſtime to fooles to doe wickedly , ſaith Solo- 

mon. This is not properly called mirth (faith | | 
he) but madneſſe.Þ You ſhal ſce mad men| 
laugh ſometimes exceedingly; and hoop and |. 


their note, and turne their mirth into mour- | 


Anſw. Yes, no doubt to be made of it. | 


comfortable condition ? Alas ſay we, if| 


i [Chriſt cam2 to Belſhazzar whilſt he Ile | 
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{| and wrote down his wickednefle in the wall. | .. 
may | And thus he comes to al nngodly perſons in 
| | proſperity, to write downe all theit unged- 
© | Iy deeds, that ſo he may exatty judge them 
at the great day of account. | 
®ueſft. Why but doth not Chriſt come as 
a comforter to wicked men that are great 
| and wealthy ? | 
Anſw. Chriſt regards no man for his 
wealth, or for any externa] greatnefſe. It a 
rk {man be never ſo rich, or never ſo honorable, | 
| yet if he have not denyed his Juſts, and given : 
up himſelfe to Chriſt, to be ruled by him, 
Chriſt wil never come to comfort him; it he | 
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would giye him all he hath for his paines, 
he wil not ſtep a foot out of doores to a 


Prince, if he be wicked. 
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quickly Y faile. 


Ob. Why, but though he wil not come to 
ungodly mien as a comforter in proſperity, 
when they can make ſome ſhift without 
him, yet he wil come to them as a com-|] 
forter in adverſity , when all other comforts 


Sol. No, he wil not. Chriſt wil not know 
thy ſoul in adverfity ,, which art a diſobeyer 
of him. As he would not let Dives have a | 
drop of water to coole his tongue,though in 
inutterable torments , where many Oceans | 
would * 


LOT 
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would not in the leaſt meaſure. have quen- | } 
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<d the flames ; no neither wil he afford thee | is; WK 


the leaſt drop of conſolation in thy greateſt | {i 

Lomgh thou cry Lord, Lord,and | {yjw+8 
cut thy fleſh in the fervency of thy ſpirit, | j 
like Baals Prieſts,to prevailez yet ſbalt thou] 
be ſent empty away. Nay Chriſt wil be ſo} 
farre from being a comforter to ungodly xl 


extremity ;t 


men when in miſery , that he wil adde 


to their oatward miſery , inward miſery. | 
| When thy body is in diſtreſſe, Chriſt wil] |; 
awaken thy ſoul! , that now lyes aſleep , and{ jw: 
j ſer thy conſcience a gnawing within thee, {hp 
which wil be greater. torture then if. thou: 


wertracktin every limbe. Thou mayeſt ſend 
for godly Miniſters- and godly friends to| 
comfort thee then , and they poflibly may: 


) bel 
i 


deliver very comfortable things, but they . Tj 
ſhal be of no more ſavour to thy ſoul then{ yp 


| the white of an egge; becauſe Chriſt as a | 

comforter wil not ſpeake thoſe ſweet things | wy, 
| to thy ſoul, which thy friends doe to thy |. 
| cares. As the Lord bewailes the miſerable] j/n 


condition of : Feruſalem, ſo may I bewaile| ye 


the miſerable condition of all ungodly men. |. 


Theſe twe things are come unto thee, who ſhall be 


ſorry for thee - ? deſolation and deftruftion ; nes] 


—————— _ _ —_— 


and the famine, end tbe ſword : by whom fhall I| 


come |- 7 oh 


i 
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Hgi| comfort thee ? SofſayTto all ungodly per- 
241 1ſcns:; miſery upon miſery wil tirſt or laſt 
ſcize upon you, and who then ſha] be ſorry 
for you ? Famine, and ſword, and peſtilence; 
ſicknefſc, and death, and judgement ; and by | 
whom wil you be comforted ? your Ho- 
nenrs cannot comfort you: your riches and 
Al Friends cannot comfort you: your father the 
41 Devil he wil not then comfort you : Your| 
r 4 conſcience which you have often ſinned 
I Chi againft,ſhal not comfort you , but torture 
| you; becauſe Chriſt wil not come to youzto 
ſprinkle it with his blood , and to pacibe it. 
SO that I conclude all thus: you wil Jive | 
| comfortleſſe, dye comfortlefle, and abide{| 
- : .B hel aſter death everlaſtingly comfort- | 
LY? for 
Tis trueall that you ſay Sir : man is a 
comfortleſle creature indeed , unlefſe Chrift 
If | cometohim ; I finde it by wotul experi- 
plenett® | ence. T have much wealth in my purſe, and 
yet but little peace in my ſpirit. I ſee the de- | 
vil (me thinkes) now and then, fit a ſtride | 
upon the top of my money bags, waiting for 
me , when I come to comfort my felte in |} 
the beholding of them: and to whac this wil 
come at laſt, I cannot tel: Sinne I am ſure 1 


do ; and comfortleſle, becauſe of finne, I am: 
\_ : _and}; 
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4.4. Chriſts Communion with, 
and more comfortlefſz every day 1 looke to 
be, unlefſe Chriſt com: to me ; and yet how 
to get him to come to me, I know nor. 
Wouldft thon O comfortlefſe creature, | | 
have Chriſt to come to thee ? Doe then to 
Chriſt as Lydia did to Pawl, lovingly invite 
him to come to thee. Make knowne thy | 
comfortlefſe condition to Chriſt, and then 
&-þ | cearncſtly entreat him to viſit thy poor ſoul. | 
4. | The ground why I exhort thee O finner, | 

{ | thus todoe, is, becauſe God hath promiſed 
nh | fo give his holy Spirit to them that aske it,| 
Luke 11. 13. If therefore thou wouldeſt| 2m 
have Chrift by his Spirit to come to| 
# | thee; invite him, aske him, begge, and en- 
;& |treathim'to come and .dwel in thy ſoul, | 
i and tel him that he ſhal have every roome | 1heak 


Fm_+e tl... AM. th. A. —_— 


s | inthy heartat command. As Rebekahs bro-| 
; | ther ſaid to Abrabams ſervant ; So doe thou 
ſay to Chriſt : come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, 
* | wherefore ftandeft thou without ? for T have 
'# | Prepared the bouſe, and roome for the camels, | 


[ Oc. Come in thou blefſed of the Lord, 
| 
| 


wherefore ſtandeſt thon without ? here is | 
roome for thee and all thy glorious train. | 
Here's an underſtanding, wil, memory, at- 
| feftions , they ſhal be all at thy uſe and ſer- 
} Lan Q Chriſt, wherefore come in thou a 
'S | <F 


Lt 
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Ne 1 | ſed of the Lord , and make thy abode with 
ha | me. Thus continue crying to Chriſt, and] 
longing ior him, and by this thou wilt de- 
clare thy great love untohim, and ſo make} 
[thy ſelfe capable of that ſweet promife, 
ink | which faith , If a nan love me, the Father Io- 
veth bim , and we will ceme ni o bin, and make 
1] cur abode with him, John 14.12. Then wil 
tI'thy condition be comfortable indeed, when 
| thou haſt got ſt.ch glorious inmates as theſe 
romile to dwel with thee. _ 
&& «| Having thus ſpoken what I thought fir to 
youldd| the wicked, by way of application from 
me x this point; I wil now addrefſe my ſelfe to 
ade} ſpeak unto the godly , and ſhew them how 
7 {oo} uſctu] this point may be unto them. T ſhal 
v room firſt ſpeake to ſtrong men , and then unto 
oþc beg) Babes in Chriſt: to ſuch as can tel me, that 
oe tha Chriſt as a Comforter is come to them. Se- 
the Lai condly., to ſuch as can tel me they never 
» Tha yet found Chriſt as a comfortcr come to 
rene) them : and Jafily , to ſuch who can tel me 
e Lon that they have found Chriſt as a Comforter 
here come to them , but now they have loſt| 
metry DIM. To you that tel me you finde the 
9, &truth of this doQtrine by blefſed experience, 
and {that Chriſt is come to you , I have only two 
wGthings to ſay: Firſt this, Make it ſure Li. 
M__ my | 


_— 
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thy ſelte that Chriſt indeed as a comfortcy 
is come to thee, and that thy ſoul is not dc- 
laded in thy joy and conſolation. Secondly, 
ftrive ſo to walk , that thy comforter which 
is come to thee may never depart from thee, 
Firſt , ſtrive co make it ſare that Chriſt in- 
deed comes to thee : that the comfort which 
thou haſt is from the comforter, to wit, the 
Spirit of Chrift ; and not from the ſpirit of 
deluſion. 

There is great need that I ſhould prefle 
this inſtru&tion upon you, becauſe the ipirit | 
of deluſion is plentifally poured out in theſe] | 
latter dayes. The hypocrite hath his joy; 
and he judges that this his joy, is the joy of | : 
the holy Ghoſt, andas good as need to be: || 
whereas itis a joy thatſhal periſh (ſaith the | Hh pl 
Scripture) a joy that wil end in deſperate | 
ſorrow. He thinkes that Chriſt as a com- | | 
forter is come to him : whereas *cis onely the |. 
devil transformed into an Angel of light. | 4 
And thus indeed are many thouſands gul-j kw 
led and cheated in their comfort. Sadnefſe 
would overſhadow the ſmiling face of ma- 
-. | Ny a manzit he didbut diſcern how ground- | 

* | Tefſe his joy and comfort is; and what a| yr 
vaine ſhadow inſtead of a true ſubſtance, | Wyz... 
| his poor ſoul is deluded withall, Wherc- | kid 
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nfonr| fore my brethren, it concernes you that tel 
i&| me, you are ſenſible that the comforter is 
come to you , to take paines tomake it ſure 
whid| to your telves , that your ſoules are not de- 
x luded. 
wiſtip! When the Spirit of God came upon Saul | 
tmhid) that he propheſicd , the people that knew | 
vit, hd him before ſaid , What is come. to the ſonne of 
piritd Kiſh ? 7s Saul amongſt the Prophets? Thus 
" [| doe thou ſay to thy foul, whoart ſo merry 
1 rel and comfortable, viz. What is come to thee, 
eſpin} O my foul , that thou artnow ſo joyful and 
"the chearful? Once I am ſure thou went mour- 
ws joy] ning all the day long : is Chritt as a com- 
e jojd forter come to thee ? It Chriſt by his Spirit 
d4tobg have brought glad tidings to thee, why then 
41th O my glory , continue in thy mirth : bur if| 
Ger NOt» Why art thou ſo mercy,O my ſoul? thy 
+ cot} Mirth is but madnefſe. As David queſtioned 
«ly of is ſoul for ſadneſſe, ſaying , Why. art thou 
«fold ſo ſad, O my ſoul ? and why art thou ſo caft 
Je-giii 409w1e within me ? So maiſt thou doe well to| 
044 ton thy mirth, ſaying ; Why art thou| 
o'merry O my ſoul? and why art thou ſo 
Aff Much lifred up within me ? Is thy com- 
ht forter our Lord Jeſus Chriſt indeed come to 
i thee? O then my glory , ceaſenot to declare 
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thy comfort,by any comely poſture and ge- | 


| ſtare -| 
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ſtare : but if not, a houſe of mcurning, O 
my ſoal, is fittcr for thee then a houte of 
mirth ; garments of ſacxcloth and ſadnefle 


| would better become thee, then garments of | ' 


joy and gladneſſe. You know how Iſaac once 
ſpake to his ſon, Art thou ((aid he) my very 


ſon EſautGe.27.24.So do thon humbly queſti- 


on thy comforter. Art thou my very com-| . 
forter indeed ? Art thou the very Chriſt the| 


Sonne of God , which ſpeakeft conſolation 


to my ſoul? You know how 7chn quiitioned 
Chrift much after this manner,that he might] | 
not be deceived concerning kim, Art thou he| - 


Matth. 11. 3. So doe thou ſay, Art thou he 
that ſhould come and comfort my ſoul? or| 
ſhould not T look for another ? There be] | 
many falſe Chriſts,and falſe comforters now | | 
in the world,and they deceive many: where- 
fore I biſcech thee ſpeak out, & ſpeak plain- 
Iy to my ſoul, whether thou be he that 
ſhould comfort me yea or.not, that if I have 
obtained the true comforter, may give God 
the glory of his. great kindncfle; it not,l mzy 
ſeek out for another. 

How ſhould I know ( may the ſtrong 
man in Chriſt ſay to me) whether he that 1s 
come to my ſoul with conſolation , be he 


that ? 


| 
5 — 


that ſhould come, or doe we not look for another ?| It 
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Chriſt, and not from the ſpirit of delu- 
fion ? 


| come to thy ſoul be he that ſhould come, to 
wit, Chriſt; thou ſhalt finde that he doth 
more works then one in thy ſoul : he doth 
1 | not onely comfort thee , but he doth many 
ion] great works beſides this. Chriſt doth many 
| £reat WOTKS in a mans ſoul before he com- 
| forts him; and he doth many great workes 
| in his ſou], after he he hath comforted him. 
ok | Chriſt doth many great workes in the ſoul 
2, | of man , before he comforts him : he doth 
| break the heart before he bindes it up; he 
4//fr{t wounds the heart, before he will heale 
« |It: hecaſts down the ſoul for finne, be- 
+ | fore he will raiſe itup. Now to break the 
& | heart of man, which the Scripture compares 
£1 kj tO an Adamant, Zech.7.12. for hardnefſtfe,is a. 
{| great work; & yet this doth Chrift throngh- 
1;| Iy,before he comforts throughly.The break- 
;-|ing of the hard heart of man, hath many 
{| great. workes about itzere it be effe&ed. The 
x | convincing the ſoul of finne, which felt 


that ſhould come, or not ? How ſhould I be 
{ {able to make it ſure to my ſoul], that the con- 
|{olation which I have is from the Spirit of 


| _Tothis I thus anſwer, viz. If he that is 
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{The making of ſinne out of meaſure fink] 
. [in the ſouls apprehenſion, which blinde man] * 
{is not cafily brought to ſee. The making of F 
man to loath himſelf, for the evils which hel 
bath committed againſt God , which man]! 
{full of ſelf-love is not eaſily wrought unto.| © 
The making of man to long for peace and| 

reconciliation with God, as the greateſt 
| happinefſe in the world, and to begge this 
ble with teares, as a ſoul that ſees he 
ſhall dye and periſh eternally without it; 
which man that naturally hates God, is not 
| eaſily wonne unto, Yet all theſe difficultÞ, 
'workes doth Chriſt doe in the ſoul of mangſh,q : 
| before he comes as a comforter to him. |, 
1 Which Chrift confirmes , where he ſaith, 
| Blefied are they that mourne , for they ſhall be of a 
| comforted. * 
| Now, wouldſt thou know whether heſ; 
|] that is come to thy ſoul, be he that ſhould 1.” 
{come ornot ? why then tell me , What did, 1: 
[precede thy comfort which now thou haſt? Þp,y, - 
1 Did Chriſt lead thee to the Wels of Conſo- ky , 5 
lation by the waters of Mearah ? Did heh he 
bring thee to ſowe in teares, ere he gave TA 
| thee to reape thy great harveſt of joy ? Walſth,.* 
| thou ever in the houſe of mourning ? Didþ.. 


1 the ſpirit of heavincfle for finne ever take þ, bog 
| hold FW. q 
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, Þ bold on thee? Was thy hard heart firſt bro- 
"Yen, and after this bound up ? Firſtwoun- 
Hil 1d, and after this healed ? Didſt thou poe 
*] mourning for diſhonouring God all the day | 
V long ? and after many dolourous dayes ſpent 
did thy Comforter come to thee ? Surely | 
then he that is come, is he that ſhould come, 
Tal 1nd doenot look for another : bur if other- 
4 wiſe, thon haſt juſt cauſe to be jealous of 
i thy Joy- Ws, 
"! Againe, Chriſt as he doth great workes in 
» #8. the ſoul before he comforts-it, ſo he doth 
7reat workes in the ſoul after he hath com- 
A forted it. That ſoul which Chriſt com- 
tl forts, he makes a very fruitful ſoul in all 
grace to his glory. No waters make the 
ſoul of a Chriſtian grow in grace, like the 
waters of conſolation. The comforting | 
Ky Spirit of Chriſt is in a Chriſtian in the waies 
LEW of obedience , as winde and tide to a ſhip : 
tad that which makes: him runne the wayes 
L 4M of Gods com nandements. That Chriſtian 
WO which is comforted by Chriſt, prayes fer- 
MA vently, and prayes frequently. Conſolation 
26'F | 2h wings to ſupplication. That Chri- 
MA ftian which is comforted by Chriſt, praiſeth 
7! God with ſtrong affe&ion. A ſoul com- 
& WF forted by Chriſt, is as an inſtrument wel tu- 
D 2 ned! 
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ned by a skilftul Muſician : he will upon | 
| cvery occaſion , make ſweet melody in the 
Jeares of the Almighty. True conſolation is| 
| from Heaven,and it carries that ſon] ſtrong-| 
ty to Heaven, in which it is. True conſola-} 
| tion is from Chrift, and it will make af 
| Chriſtian live wholly tro Chriſt. Toh, 
whom muoh is forgiven, they love much : | 
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and his love conſtraines them to deny |, / 
themſelves, and to follow Chriſt untoþgy 4 
death. 

Wouldeſt chou know then for certaine , Ol, id 1 
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[ſtrong man in Chriſt ?thathe which is comeſ; p 
[to thy ſou], is he which ſhould come ? Why :Cc 
then look what aGtivity is in thy ſoul toy. c 
duty. Is thyfoul as a Gyant refreſhed. af-|,1 y 
ter wine ? ſtrong and vigorous to the pra-|, 
| Xice of all good ditties? Art thou abundant, 
[in the work of theLord? Art thou a ſwceth,y | 
| Singer in Iſrael of the praiſes of the Lord? 
Is thy hearc at thy mouth leaping within —_ 
thee, like the Babe in E/zzabeths wombe, |, 
when thon art telling what God hath doneh;., 
for thy ſoul ?-Art thou (in a _— a holy þ 3 , 
and heavenly man, as one comfort by [x 
a holy.and heavenly God ? Doth thy joy Fa 
tranſcend the joyes that this world aftords; |, Nas 

in ſweetneflſe ? Doth it raiſe thy ſpirit to | "Y 
_ admire ſf=— 


} 
[|| 


—_ . . 


— 


_Z + V 
" _ 
"Op D— 
"4 
” 


| his Church 7 ory | 5 


—_— 


will admire the loveof God? and doth it makel 
1. . 19 theedead to ſecular thoughts? and to ac- 
| Nr count naked carnal mixth madnefle ? empty 
0] "4 huckes for brutes to feed on? Then mayeſt 
A "thou comfortably conclude , that he which 
1] *1is come to thy ſoul, is he which ſhould come; 
”Y and do not look for another : but if thon art 
"* {merry and cheereful , but not holy and hea- | 
venly, he that is come to thy ſon], is not he] 
it that ſhould come;wherefore I beſeech thee to 
mt look for another. | 
| A ſecond inftruction, which I would com-| 
mend to ſtrong men in Chriſt , is. this : after} 
thou haſt made ir ſure to thy foul that Chriſt | 
as a Comforter is indeed come to thee, then | 
firiveſo to walk , that he may never depart 
ni from thee. So a man may walke, that Chriſt 
the 1asa comforter may forſake his ſoul. David} 
We! had woful experience of this truth ,. and ſo þ 
0 2 18] 4 oubtlefſe have many ele of the godly. So 
els 1 man may walk that Chriftasa comforter 
6 WI never depart from him. Bat how ſhoald I]. 
S Well thus walke, ſaith te comforted ſou], thatl}  - 
nal®! might enjoy this heaven below, til I come 
1) 4 to that above, and ſo gofrom joy to joy z 
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wy ſon! 
$ 


TTELet 


from joy unſpeakable and ful of glory, to} 
n-UfÞ! joy that cannot enter into any mortal heart 
3 0%) to conccive of ? | - 
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Chriſt that is come to thee : Secondly , doe 
all that thou canſt to delight hin , if thou 
wouldeſt have him continually abide with 
thee.Do nor fit down 8&reſt as one that hath a 
licenſe to be lazy,and as if all thy work were 
done, now thy comforter is come to thee 
this will grieve him, and quickly make him 
teavethee. Thon haſt obtained Chriſt to 
come as a comforter to thee; well : yetler 
:me tell thee as Moſes did the 1fraelites. Tou 
Fare ot (ſaid he) as yet come to the veſt, and to 
the inheritance which the Lord your God giveth 
iyzz. SofſayIto thee, O comforted ſoul } 
ithou artnot yet come to thoſe degrees of 


| To this I thus anſwer, Doe no grieve 
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:conſfolation, which thou mayeft ataine: unro ſaters « 
'in this life, if thon continue to be thrifty. [amen 


| Fhe joy of the holy Ghoſt 1s a bottomleſle fuch oft 


| Well, which thou canſt never draw dry: 


i and the more thoudraweſt , the freſher and 


| 


| ſweeter ſtil] ſhalt thou finde it, The joy of | 
 jthe holy Ghoſt is no farfeiting thing , as|; 
$ - | ſome earthly ſweets are ; and therefore thou | 
| | mayeſt faſely ſay , Lord, evermore give me of | | 
this bread: fill my ſoul with fiagons of this || 

precions liquor : let thy love be ſhed abroad] jy 


in my heart by the holy Ghoſt : let my ſoul | 


delight her ſelf in this fatneſſe. 
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exp [pluck up ſuch weeds by theroots, as. foon 
1.8 {as they begin to ſhew. themfelves. I con- 


| Secondly, now Chriſe as a Comforter is 
come to thee , donot wax wanton againſt | 


| {quickly forſake thy foul as a comforter. 


"1! color and heavenly as heis. When ye are 


nl not forget the Lord (faid Moſes to Tfrael.) | 
So ſay I to you that finde Chriſt with you as 
1}a comforter, which are come to the fellow- 


that tranſcendent comfort which is by him : | 


[waters of Conſolation are flrong . waters, 


ht... 
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himzthis alſo will grieve him, and make him | 


'Ler all the manifeſtations of thy comfort be 
ſutable to thy Comforter:;holy as he is holy; 


T_T) * * * 


come into the good land, take heed that ye doe. 


ti. Ml. 


ſhip of the Spirit,and to the participation of f 


take-heed that ye grow not giddy-headed, | 
and forget God and your ſelves. . The 


and mans weak head and heart cannot beare 
much of them ſteadily, but are ready to reele | 
on one fide or other. When theclouds of | 
heaven have wel watered the earthy, then | 
doe weeds as wel as good: hearbs, fpring | 

apace : ſo when Chriſt by his Spirit, ſweetly | 
waters the ſoule with conſolation , then le- 
vity and vanity , as wel as Chriſtian mirth | 
and cheerefulneſle, ſpring amaine, it a Chri- 

ſtian be not very watchful overhis foul ,. to| 
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clude this thus : thou that art comforted by | * 
| the S Irit, let not the manifeſtations of thy | : 
comfort grieve the Spirit. This remember, |. 
| that Satan hath an Art to bring evil out of 
' }the greateſt good , as God hath an Art to 
1 : , 

bring good out of the greateſt evil:and there- 
| fore beg that thou mayeſt not be ignorant of | 
any of his devices, nor unable to reſiſt them, | 
if thou wouldſt not loſe thy comforter. 
| Secondly, if thou wouldſt have thy com>| | 
forter to abideſtil with thee; as thou muſt] : 
not grieve him,ſfo thou muſt do all that thon| 
canſt to delight him. Let it be thy meat and} 
drink to follow ali the-motions of the Spirit 
tof Chriſt: 'whitherſoever Chriſt would have] iti 
thee go, cheerefully obey him ; this wil de-| 
light thy comforter exceedingly, and makef ! 
him to rejoyce to continue with thee. If| 
Chriſt ſay unto thee, as to the Fiſhermen, 
Follow me : doe thou readily reply, as the| 
Scribe , Maſter , 1 will follow thee whitherſoe-| | 
ver thon goeft. Mat. 4. 19. Mat. $. 19. This is| 
ro declare the genuine diſpoſition of Chriſt: 
people, which Chriſt is exceedingly taken 
withal. Chriſts people are a willing people| 
in their obedience. . Thy people ſhall be willing | (k 
in the day of thy power, &c, © | in 
Secondly, humbly and compaſſonanty 
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tel diſconlolate ſouls , what Chriſt hath: 
done for my ſoul : this wil delight thy } 


oj. | Hab. 2. 3. The more imparting of experi: | | 
wie | ments of love we are, to the glory: off] | 


—. 


A. At. it. _ Mt. OE IS” 


. | comforter much, and make him rejoyce to: 
his children communicative of the {ſweet 


g | ted ſoul, to ſuchas goe mourning all.the 
'| day long : Come (ſaid ſhe) and I will ſhew 


Come, O ſad ſoul, that canſt not find him 


he made me wait upon him , cre he wat 


come to me ; and how wel he hath now]: 


made me am:nds for all his ſtaying. And: 
therefore , Although thu ſayeſt thou ſhalt not: 


ſee him , yet judgement is before him , therefore| 
wind | truſt thou iz: kim, Job 35. 14. For the viſion is | 
whithed | yet for az appointed time, but at the end it ſhall} 


ſpeake and not lie : though it tarry., wait for-it;' 
becauſe it will furely come , it will aot tarry: 


Chriſt, the more ſtil wil Chriſt graciouſly 


meats which he gives them. Aud therefore| 
as 7acl {aid to Barak, 1o do thou, O comfors| 


i 
[ 


cortinue with thee. Chriſt delights to ſee 


| 


| 


| thee the man whom thou ſeckeſt. Judges + 32;| 


| 


whom thy ſoul loveth., I wil. ſhcw thee the} 
meta | man whom thou ſeekeſt ; the manner of his| 
| | comming to my pcor ſoul ; and how long : 

Id] 


give us to our further comfort. And this'ins;: 
eed is Gods end in comforting ſome ofthis. 
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children , that they m.ry be able to comfort them 
which are in any trouble , by the comfort where- 
with they themſelves are comforted of God: as} 
the Apoſtle ſweetly affirmes. J 
* Thirdly, thanke Chriſt hambly and hear-|: 
tily for his coming to thee, if thou wouldeſt| 
have him abide ſtill with thee. The Iſrace- 
1 I lites when they came into the promiſed land 
I which flowed with milk and honey , they |' 
were'to take the firft of all the fruits of the| Va! 
earth, and put them in a basket , and ſoprc-|j 

ſent them to the Prieſt, ſaying , viz. And! 

4 now behold , 1 have brought the firſt fruits of} 

i. Jthe land, which thou the Lord haſt given me :|| 
{Deut. 26. Thus were they to ſet their | bin 

firſt fruits beforethe Lord, and to worſhip| naked 
{before htm , 'as you may ſee at large. Why | 

_ that enjoy Chriſt as a Comforter, you | 

ave received the firſt fruits of that good| ((hri 

land, which Canear typified , which flowes| 

with milk and honey. Bring therefore theſe | 

firſt fruits, and ſet them bcfore Ged,, and] | 
worſhip -: bring the ſweet comforts of the] | 

[# {holy Ghoſtin your hearts, before the Lord ,|./ 
8) jandiay, Behold OChrift, theſe and chele| jy 
Z © Fare the ſwert confolations of thy Spirit : | 
and lofor them all I kumbly render praiſe to| | 
[thy name.” Such mighty enemics of my 
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peace haſt thou conquered : fuch doubts 


x | which ſo long troubled me, haſt thou an- | 
Fncexc ſuch wants which ſo long time kept | 


© | meexceeding low, haſt thou ſupplyed : to 
thee O God be the glory of thine own-good- 
| nefle. 

You have great cauſe thus to magnifie the 
| Lord for his mercy , which finde Chriſt as a 
Comforter come to you. You enjoy that 
blefliing which exceedeth all outward bleſ-| 
fings. Thelight of Gods countenance lift- 
cd up, upon a poore monrning ſoule , *cis 
of farre greater value then Corne,, Wine, 
gms | Oyle; then Corral , Rubies, or any choice 
thing that this world can afford. The 
| naked revelation of Chriſt in rhe ſoul of 
re, 'Y | man, is of more worth then all theſe, ſaith 
Solomon ; the moiſt glorious revelation of 
Chriſt then to the ſoul , which the ſoul of 
man is capable of in this life, muſt needes be 
. of much more tranſcendent worth. You en- }: 
Ged,a | joy that blefling which exceedeth many in- | 


ls ted Ee ar” 4” T” — ——_ 


wts-off | ward bleſiings. It excecdeth knowledge : | 
dela | for what is knowledge in the head, to the | 
and | joy of the holy Ghoſt in the heart ? One| 


Git joipuy of light in the underſtanding , is of 
wil | more worth then all the Silver and Gold, f 
| Gemg,and Jewels in the world ; and yet one | 
| beame 
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i id I that this bleſſing exceedeth the leaſt ſaving | $1 


[5 Yevery grace: every grace ſhines in its full | 


BE? {for bis mercy. The more of Heaven we en- 


i ſelves to doe the work of them which are in 
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beame of the light of Gods countenance, | 
ſhining upon the heart , though: but by re- | W# 
flexion from the face of Jeſus Chriſt , is off pln 
I'more worth then all knowledge which: hu- | # 

mane ſtudy can attaineunto. I: cannot ſay 


gracc ia the ſoal-; but this can ſafely ſay ; |. 


Ju 


that conſolation , tis the glofſe and glory of | gi 


1+ 4.lnftre, where the Comforter dwels. This 1. 

i; {can further ſay , that you enjoy that blefling | 
A Lwhich makes Heaven a Heaven, and which} | 
'makes Earth a Heaven to you : and therefore | | 
I'you have great reaſon to magnifie the Lord! | 


oy upon Earth , the more fhould we ſet our 


Heaven, whileſt on Earth. 
a f: Fourtlily,finally let Chrifts meaiate com-/\/ | 
I ming to thee by his Spirit , make thee long | 


that his Spouſe ſhould: ſay , Come , Revela- 
tion 22, 17. as the Spirit doth.z That ſhe |- 

ſhould long for the wedding day,as he doth. | 
8; 1 When good: old Simca had: imbraccd the 
my iconſolation of Tſrae!', for which he ſo long 
Ul 4waited ,. tc then dclired preſently to be w 
| ſolved 
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FR - Fearncſtly for his immediate comming to| x 
{ {thee in his own perſon : this delights Chrifſt,. 
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ſolved-:ſo thou that haſt imbraced the con-] 
ſolation of Iſrael , ſhouldſt in holy manner 
with Simeon , fob, and Paul, defire to bediſ- 
ſolved, and to be with Chrift, which is beft 
My ofall,. You whom Chrift hath kiſſed with 
the kiſſes of his lips, ſhould long earneftly to 
lie betwcen his breaſts all night 3; my mean- 
am [ing is, to havea ful enjoyment of Chriſt. 
Thus have I done ſpeaking to ſuch who can| 
Thi | tel me that Chriſt as a comforter is come to 
-them. | 
| In the next place T addrefſe my ſelf to 
of _ to fuch of the godly , who can tel me 
that they never yet found Chriſt-as a com- 
* | forter come to them; Fwo or three things| 
Fhave to ſay to you from this ſweet dofrine. 
Firft, I would have you to labour to be- 
Heve this dottrine , that Chriſt will not leave| 
you comfortleſſe, but will certainly (at laſt) 
come to you. Chriſt hath repeated his pro-| 
miſe , which is as a bond-with- many ſeales; 
and therefore thou haſt Juſt ground' to be-| - 
licve, O'comfortlefle ſoul, that Chrift will _ 
| #0t. leave thee comfortleſſe, but will come t 
thee. 
_ Objef. What juſt ground: have I- to b: 
lieve that Chriſt wil come to me, ſecit 
he is holy, and Tam unholy the is glozion 
It 
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in holineſſe, and Iam abominable in tin and 
| wickednefle, faith the weak romfortletſe 
ſoul). 

' Sol. Art thou more vile then Mazafſeh 2| 
| Chriſt. came to him and comforted him. 
Art thou more muddy and earth]y then Za- 
chews ? Chriſtcame to him and comforted 
him. Art thou more dive]liſh then Mary 
Magdalen , out of whom were caſt ſeven de- 
'yils? Chriſt came to her, and filled her ſou] 
{with firong confolation. Why {houldeſt 
'not thou believe ,* that Chriſt will cometo | 
thee too, and quiet and comfort thy mourn-| 
ing ſpirit ? i 
\ Sel. But ſecondly IT anſwer thus : wiz. 
Chriſt doth not ſo much look how thou art 
qualified, as at what he hath promiſed : 
Chriſt hath promiſed he will come to thee, 
and he is faithful and will doe it. If thy ſoul | 
were never ſo poor, never ſo blinde , never 
ſo wretched, never ſo naked ; yet Chrift ha- | 
'ving promiſed to come to thee, he will make| 
good his word ; though he come backward 
with a mantle to cover thy nakedancfle, as; 
| Shem and Taphet did to Noah. If thy ſoul |- 
were full of wounds; if thy ſoul were full} 
of running putrifying ſores , if thou wert as |- 
black with fin as an Ethiopian ; if thou wert | hlig 
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as ſpotted with finneas a Leopard; nay , if 
thy ſou] did ſtinke within thee, as Lazarus | | 
| [after taken our of the earth again : yet Chriſt| þ 
*F .| having promiſed to come to thee and com-| | 
an [fortthee; he will doe it, though he hold his| | 
noſe while he be comforting thy ſtinking na-| | 
(tie ſou]. Heaven and earth ſhall paſſe away, 
but not a pot orttittle of Chriſts promiſe ſhall | | 
faile. The voice of my Beloved, behold be co-| 
meth leaping upon the Mountaines, and skipping 
upon tbe Hills. Cant. 2. 8. Though there be 
 mountaines and hils of finne in thy ſoul: yet} 
, | Chriſt will come skipping over all theſe with 
comfort to thy ſou], rather then thou ſhalt | 
' [beleft comfortleſfe. Iþ 
Wherefore, O weak , comfortleſſe ſoul, | | 
| ſay not of thy Saviour and comforter, as Ba- 
laam did, T ſhall ſee bim , but not now, I ſhall| | 
| bebold bim, but not nigh. Num. 24.17. I ſhall 

ſee Chriſt come with a witneſſe; nay with 
| many thouſand witneſſes at the great day, | 
| when every eye ſhall ſee him; but I ſhall not] 
ſee him come to me now, in this ſoul do. | 
lour,as a Comforter. 1 ſhall behold him per- 
adventure, as Mzſes beheld the Holy Land, 
afarre off : he will never come nigh my 
| poor ſonl, to ſtay it with thoſe comforts 
which it needs. Ceaſe, O weak ſoul , this | 
| | Incre-j 
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-incredulous language: and ſtrive to believe, 


land this ſweet promiſe I treat of ſhal be 
Irnade good unto thee. No finne ſo mighty 
'to keep thy comforeer from thee as unbe- 
liefe. Say then, O mourning Chriſtian, to 
thy comfortleffe ſoule, Tet a little while, and | 
he that ſhall come will come , «nd will not tarry.| | 
Heb.10.37.” He that hath ſaid he wil come as 
a-comforter tothee, wil come and wil ſa-| 
'tisfie thy ſoul with conſolation , as with 


i | marrow and fatnefſe. Say to thy ſad ſoul, | 


with the Pſalmiſt, My God will come, and|. 
"will not keep ſilence > he will ſpeak con- 
folation ſo plainely, that my tgnorant 
ſoul ſha] underſtand ; ſo powerfully , that 


| my incredulous ſoul ſhal believe , and own 


ther own mercies. Thou art now tofk:d and 
almoſtdrowned , O my ſoul , with reſtleſſe 
waves of miſery ; but the Spirit wil move 
upon theſe waters; tho ſhalt ſee Chriſt com- | | 
{ming towards thee, upon theſe trouble- 
ſome waves anon, and ſay , be not afraid, it | 
7s 1 ; I that have loved thee, and given my 
ſelf for thee, and none ſhal pluck thee out of 
my hand. | 

Secondly , as I would have thee to ftrive/| 
firmly co believe this truth ; ſol would have. 
thee endeavour patiently to wait the ac-+| 
com- + 


A |will come to thee, and wait patiently unti] 


| {elves which are to be viſited, or Chriſt our | 


| the ſtay. 


a; [thy Creator 3 and ſhould not a creature | 


' [Father ? Fhou art a Wife , 2nd Chriſt is thy 
| |[Husband ? + | 


| _ 


ently till he doe come, how long ſoever it 
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cowpliſhment of it. Believe that Chriſt 


he doe come, There is gocd ground why 
every ſoul (hould patiently wait for Chriſts 


vificour. If thou, O comfortleſſe ſon}, con-| 
fider thy ſelf which art to be vilited , there | 
is great reaſon thou ſhouldeſt wait patient- | 
ly till Chriſt come to thee, how long ſoever | 


Firſt , thon arta creature? and Chriſt is 


wait on his Creator ? Thou art a ſervant, |þ 
and Chriſt is thy Lord : and ſhould not a ſer- |; 
vant wait on his Lord ? Conſider thee in thy |. 
higheſt relations, and they all call for wait- | 
ing. Thouarta Sonne, . and Chriſt is thy 
Father ? and ſhould not a Sonne wait on his 


Husband ; and ſhould not a Wife wait on her 


Secondly , conſider that thou haft deſer- | 
ved that Chriſt ſhould. never come to thee, 
and yet for all this, ſeeing he will come to 
thee , haſt not thou juſt.cauſe to wait patt- 


be firſt? Before thy. calling thou didft reject | - 
Chriſt! 
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| grieved Chriſt;zxand haſt not thou then de- | * 


Chriſts communion wi th 


Chritt;and ſince thy calling, thou haſt often 


ſerved that Chriſt ſhonld never come to thee? | ' 
Thou haſt quenched many a ſweet motion| | 


of the Spirit of Chriſt: thou haft turned]. jd 
the deafe care on the ſweet ſtill voyce that] ' 
hath ſpoken behinde thee, times without} | 
number, and ſo {lighted the Spirit of Chriſt 
and haſt not thou then juſtly deſerved, that| 
Chriſt as a Comforter ſhould never comero| 
thee? yet ſeeing he will come, for all this| , 
unkindnefle , haſt not thou juſt cauſe to]. 
wait patiently for him , how long ſoever he| 
fray ? Thou haft many weekes, many moe- 
neths, nay many yeares gone along ina 
courſe of grieving Chriſt 3 and doeſt thou 


— 
— £4 


thinke much of waiting a few weekes, a few 


monethes, a few yeares, for Chriſt to come 
co comfort thee ? 


SELL! 


g 


Take-this in another forme : thou didl(th 
make Chriſt wait a long time upon thee| 
ere thou wouldeſt Jet him abide with thee| 
asa ſpirit of Reformation : and is there not | 
juſt cauſe then, that thou ſhonldſt wait pa-| | 
tiently a long time upon him, if he will have| | 
itſo, ereheabide with thee as a Spirit of | 
conſolation ? how many knocks did Chrift| 
glve at thy ſtubborn heart, ere thou wouldtſt | t 
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| open to him : how much dew of the night 
| | diſtilled upon his lockes, ere thou wouldfſt 
| give him houſe-roome in thy heart ? how 
many mercies ? how-many corre&ions were 
all ſpiltupon thee, ere Chriſt could winne 
| | thee to reſpet him? canſt thou tel ? if thou 
canft not , think not much, if Chriſt make 
thee ſhed a few teares, and breath out a few 
| groanes, ere he bring glad tidings of peace 
unto thee. | | 
Secondly, if thou confider Chriſt thy viſi- | 
| [ tour, there is all the reaſon that can be, thar 
thou ſhouldſt wait patiently, till he come to 
thee. Chriſt will certainly came to thee : 
Chriſt will come to thee at the fitteſt time : 
Chrift will come richly when he dath come: | 
yd | which are all ſpecial grounds of patience.. 
mod | Chriſt wil come to thee,O-comfortlefſe ſoul, 
....._- [though it may ſeemto thee fomething lon 
«tad | firſt. Thou doeſt not wait for one that wilt 
way | not comeat all, as the Turke waiteth for 
#4 | Mahomet : nay, thou doeft not wait for | 
_ | onethat will frivolouſly delay the time of | 
his comming. Thou doeſt not wait for one | 
that will deceive thee: Chriſt hath promi- | 
ſed to come to thee, and heis faithful, and 
cannot deny himſelf. There are two things 


xa £ |'in Faithfulneſfle : firſt;chat a man ſhould own 
what | 
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what he hath ſaid ; and then ſecondly, that 
he ſhon]d'make it good. Now both theſe 
will Chrift doe : Chriſt will not eat his| 
words, as we ſay : what he hath promiſed 
he will confefſe, and will make good what- 
TT | ſoever labour or loffſe he be at to doe it. 
| Chriſt is not mutable as we are, to promile | 
one tiring to day,and recal it againe to mors- | 
$ | FOW-: be 35: immutable and changeth not, there- 
bl | fore we are not conſumed. | 
# | Thou doeſtnot wait for one that will fri- | 
volouſly delay the time of his comming. | 
Chriſt wit not deale with thy comfortlefle | 
{oul,as thoſe ſorry gueſts dealt with Chriſt; | 
make excuſes: onehad bought a yoke of 
£& | Oxen, and therefore could not come : ano=-} }f 
6 | ther a Farme, &c. Chrift will not tell thee, | ' 
| as Abrabam Dives in hell, between- thy 
&7 | ſoul and him is a great gulfe, ſo that there |. 
can beno entercourſe between tkem : Nor 
that from heaven to earth,is too long a jour- 
ney for him to make: He wilnot. tel tlice, 
that the place where thy ficke comfortleſſe 
ſoul Iyes, is filthy, and altogether unfit for 
him to come to : He wil not tel thee that 
thy ſoul isſo-farre gone in griefe and deſ- 
operate ſorrow, that it is in vaine for 
| im to: come to thee. Chriſt puts Dong Un 
' OT }" i Un 
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of theſe delayes upon any of his pati- 
ents. 

No, the ground why Chrift ſtayes, is that | } 
he may come at the fitteſt time; and then he 
will come with healing in his wings, if all | | 
thedevils in hel ſhould oppoſe him , which | { 
me thinkes ſhould be a fatisfatory ground 
of patience to any diſconſoſate ſoul. If a 
Phyſitian yet apply this,and that, further e- 
vacuation, rather then cordials: as knowing | i 
the body not yet fit for cordials, wil not any | | 
wiſe man ſubmit patiently to his way 2? ſo if 
Chriſt forbeare giving thy ſick ſoul cordi- 
als, as he that wel knowes thy ſoul not fit 
yet for ſuch Juſcious things , wilt not thou 
with much thankfulneſſe acknowledge his 
great care over thy ſoul], and with all patis 
ence wait his leafure ? ] patiently undergoe 
the pain of rg plaitters, when I know 
my {ore is not fit for healing : thus ſhould. 
itbe in ſpiritual diſtreſſes: we ſhould patient-' 
| ly undergoe griefe and forrow until our; 
ſouls be fit for conſolation, and: then we!| 
{hall be ſure to have 1t. 

Finally,be ſure of this,O mourning ſoul, 
that Chriſt wil come richly , when he doth 
| come; and therefore me thinks thou ſhouldft'| } 
| wait patiently for him : what Merchant buti| 
: would! 
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would wait patiently, the returne of his ſhip 
in the —_— voyage, it he were ſure that jt 
IR |would richly returne at laſt, Chriſt will 
#1 [come very richly furniſhed , with the com- 
E:& | forts of the holy Ghoſt , which are unſpeak- 
414 | ableand glorious, to your ſouls that mourne 
{ after him, and wait for him. What the | 
EH | Apoſtle once ſpake of himſelf in relation to | 
WW | the Romans ; that may I truly ay of Chriſt, 

| | in relation to all that mourne after him:And 
| I am ſure that when I come uat» you, I ſhall 
FI | come (faith he) i the fulneſſe of the bleſſing |. 
vl | of the Goſpel of Chriſt, Rom. 15.29. Chriſt, I 
g jJamſure, O mourning ſoul, when he doth 
I | come unto thee, he will come in the fulneſſe 

q | of thebleſling of the holy Ghoſt : thou ſhalt 
= [have joy in the holy Ghoſt unſpeakable 
| [and glorious. Thou by long waiting art 
| made a more vaſt veſſe] to hold the preci- 
ous waters of confolation ; and Chriſt by 
{Tong ſtaying , doth Cas I may ſay) the more 
furniſh himſelf wich theſe waters of lite, 
to refreſh, fill , and ſatisfie thy thirſty ſoul, 
when he comes to thee, Chriſt wil heale 
throughly thy broken heart,and binde up al: 
thy wounds : he wil anſwer all thy doubts, 
| [and cleareall thy (cruples : he wil quiet thy 
| | quarrelling conſcience, and ſtill thy com- 
X .  plaining 
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4k) | plaining ſpirit : he will fill thy fad foul with 
{joyand g adneſſe, and thy deje&ed ſpirit 
|| wich ſongs of thankſgiving. 
| Ifcheſethings, O mourning ſoul, will| 
| not make thee walt patiently , till thy com- 
{forter come to thee, but thou wile murmure| 
{and repine, and fall upon indire& wayes to} 
my get conſolation 35 knowzthat by this praQice, 
11 thou wile make thy condition more miſe- 
v/1 rable, then at preſent it is ; Thou wilt grieve 
him that ſhould come as a comforter to 
j1tice;8 if thou by thy ſin make Chrilſt grieve, 
41 how can Chriſt by his Spirit make thee re- 
kad | JOyce? and if thou ſet him a mourning that 
1, |can only comfort thee , by whom wile thou | 
 [Þe comforted ? Doft thou thinke to winne 
|Chriſt to thee, by a dpgged diſpofition?| i 
|Chriſt may pitty, add care thy humors, be. 
|twil never be by confolation. He wil| 
þ [bring thee to be lowly and meek ere thou 
+ |{halt finde reſt to thy ſoul: he wil make 
{|thee willing to lie under his feer, glad of 
a {1} [Crums of comfort, and willing to waitfor 
71.4) [them til Chriſt hath dined, and every childe 
+1 |{erved. 1 
If thy corrupt ſoul hanker after the plea- | 
;+-| |{ure of fin againe, becauſe Chriſt as a cont- 
T**1 |forter doth not come to thee, and thop be 
ol | reſolved is 
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reſolved to pick and chuſe, amongſt the ſins 
thy-ſ.ul knowes , to finde out one that thy 
ſoul moſt loves, to make a Comforter to 
thee as the Iſraelites in their dogged humour 
made them a captaine to returne to Ez ypr 
againe ; know this, that what fin thou pitch- 
«[t upon to make a Comforter , that fin will 
Chriſt mak e a devil to torture thee : Chrift| 
wil mike thee know by wofull experience, 
that the ſweeteſt fin is a bitter and miſerable] 
comforter : that the leaſt finne, is too great] i 
an evi), truly to comfort the ſoul : that to 
o to the devil for conſolation , is to make[| 
taſter haſte for comfort then good ſpeed : 
that neither fin, nor any thing in the world 
| beſide fin ſhall comfort thy ſoul, when he 
himſelfwill nor. oy 
3. The laſt inftruQion that I have to com- 
{mend to thee, O comfortleſfſe ſoul ! that |} 
didſt never yet finde Chrift as a comforter 
come to thee, is this : obſerve how Chrift 
comes,and do not put him off, Chriſt comes 
to comfortleſſe ſouls with comfort, in a pro= ||; 
| miſe; as1I haveart large (hewed you. The|yjy 
ay Chriſt 08 before the ſoul, that| hy 
| he may ſee the bleſſing wrapt up in it, which | yaw 


he needes 3 and then often repeates it, to the | {n,, 


|ſou, that he may rely upon it : inſtances to 
11laſtrate 


= 
"Y, 
umu— 


_—. 
_— 
_ I M_—__wwO_lG a  ———_ end 


: at {and thine own corruption?8& doft thou heare 
#jſuch a ſweet voyce behinde thee as this,| 
The blo)d of Feſus Chrift cleanſeth ws from all 


| Juftrare this way of Chriſt, I have given 


| che comforter,and meet him. Art thou tem 


i behind thee, ſaying,My grace 
mild | 7s ſufficient for thee 2 why,this'With Same), they 

tw | is the voyce of thy beloved, 
| that is come to thee;embrace 
= | what he ſaith, reſt upon. it, 
fl | curn not thy comfort away I thought good to 
then | now,by unbelicfe,and peevith note 
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you, things muſt not be here again repeated. 
That which here I would prefle by way of 
Application, is,that-you which are comfort- 
Iefl: ſoules,would preſerve this ſecret way of 


z3ed? and doſt thou now heare 


<8 Tis with 
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doe not know the, 
voice of the Lord, 
(peaking in a pro- 
mile, & therefore 


this laſt in- 
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ettiſh humours. Haſt thou ſudion. | 


allen into {in,by the ſtrength of temptation, 


finne ? 1 Tobn 1.7. Why this is the Language 


| of thy-beloved , heis come to comtore thee, | 
i] O mourning ſoul; doe not thruſt him away 
0| by unkind language of unbeliefe and paſſion. 

| Heare what he ſaith, for it is ſweet : ſtriveto. 
116,08; [believe what he ſaith, for icis ſure, As Iſagc 
490 aid unto Feecb his fonne, after hebad he 
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iſtance with him , Cox 
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neere now and kifſe me my ſonne : Gen. 27. 26, 
So ſhould ſuch comfortleſſe ſoules ſay to] 
Chriſt, when they heare Chriſt ſpeaking, as 
itwere at-a«liftancey, {oftly and coldly to 
{thenr, the ſweet and melodious promiles of 
{his word * come neere now , O my beloved,! wn 
]and kifſe me with theſe kiſſes of thy lips, for| 
thy love is better then wine : what thou ſay | al 
eft to my ſoul, ſay-it with ſuch life, that my}! , 
heart may no*longer be faithleſſe, but be-| 
Jleve and give glory to thee. I have now 
done ſpeaking to you,who neyer yet had the]: 
| Comforter come to you: 
j Icomenow in the laſt place to ſpeakea|j, 
.{ word or two particularly , to ſuch cf Gods];,, 
{people, who can tell me that they have; 
1tound Chriſt as a comforter to come to them, |; 
| 


{ 


| but now have loſt Him, Three things I have|| 
{ro ſay tothele. Firſt, labour to be ſenſible 
of thy loſſe. Secondly , blame not Chrift lis 
Ffor departing from thee. Thirdly , uſe all hy FP 
{holy meanes to gethim to returne to thee hs 
jagaine., Firſt I would have thee, O deſerted|iye 7 
ſoul!to labor to be truly ſenſible of thy loffe. [gy 
Though it be that ſome are deeply ſenſible}, W721 
_ fofthis great loſſe; yet others areas deeply Sri! 
t fupid , which moves: me to nate this 1n- Lye 
—_ {iruction. Fora'man'to be ſtupid and ſenſe oy 

"I elle ? 
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|lefſe under corporall affliftions; 'Argues A Ye 
[ry ill temper of ſpirit; butfor a man to be| 


ll ons, under {uch a ſpiritual afflition\as this ; 


[pid ſoul ! to affe& thine heart throughly 
| with thy Ioſfſe. Thou haſt loſt more then 
"| Fob, when he had loſt children, ſubſtance, 
health, honours, and friends : nay thou haſt 
| loftmore, then if thou hadſt loſt this world ;; 
nay , thou haſt loſtmorethen if thou hadſt 
[Icſk thy life ; which is at more worth then | 
[the world : thou haft loſt Chriſt , which is 
J* [richer then this world,and ſweeter then thy } 
® life, What an infinite loſſe were it to this 
3{world,to looſe the Sunne ? *twere at once 
| to looſe all : Pereunte ſole, perennt omnia : for 
* [all things ſerviceable for the uſe of man,de- 
ef ;.” |pend upon the motion and influence of that 
mM? | o1orions Body, What a lofſle then is itto 
$V@ [the lefler world, to loſe Chrift the Sunne 
KaWP || of Righteouſneſſe ? Tis to loſe all good at 
me. once, for ſoul and body. All Graces cloſe 
REM |and wither when Chriſt departs, as allfra- 


—— 


A 


ſtupid and ſenſelefſe under ſpiritual affli&i- 


the lofſe of the Sun + the lofle of Chrift as 
a Comforter,argues a TT 111 temper of ſpi- 
rit indeed. Strive therefore,O deſerted ftu- 


| wt flowers when the Sunne withdrawes| 


is influence. And when theſe flowers wi- 
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ther in the ſoul, a man is a moving Dung- | 
hil, that ſtinkes in the noſtrils of God and 
man , Wherever he comes. A man that 
hath loſt Chriſt, may truly ſay as ſhee when 
the Arke was loſt, that bis glory is departed.| ; 
As the Sunne is the glory of the greater 


World, ſo Chriſt the Sunne of Righteouſ-| : 


neffe, is theglory of the lefſer World, to] x 


wit, man. 
Thou haſt loſt that in the world, that is 
the world, that is more worth then the * 


world , and which all the world can never| ; 


{help thee to. Thou haſt loſt that which | jy 
| would have made the worſt condition in this] 


life, a Heaven ; whereas the beſt without ir, | 
is but a hell. T hon haſt loſt that which would 
have been to thy ſoul a contiuual feaft | 
whereas now thy ſoul is in a continual fa-|' 
mine and leannefſe. Thou haſt loſt thy 1pi-|., 
rits,and thy ſoul is in a dead paliie , ſo that 


{thou art a living dead man, fit for no ſpiritu- 


all ſervice. Thou haſt loſt thy head,thou haſt 


; 
#£ a 
——G 
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[loſt thy eyes, thou haſt loſt thy hands, thou| z 


haſt Ioſt thy cloathing; nay,thou haſt loſt th e 
beſt father,thy beſt husband, thy beſt friend; | 


all this, and much more comfort is Chriſt to| (p, 


man. Thou haſt great reaſon then, O deſer- ||, 
ted ſoul), to lay to heart thy lofle. 
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Lay to heart thy Iloſfe 3 this is comely; but} | 
doe not bJame Chriſt from. departing from 
theez this 1s uncomely, and nnrighteous.Un-| | 
| | comely ; for it doth not ſuit with wiſdomes} | 

children, to lay folly to their Maker. Un-' 
righteous, for thou conſtrainſt him to de- | 
part from thee , otherwiſe he had never left 
thee : thou didft finne againe and againe of 
weaknefſe, and yet Chriſt as a Comforter 
did not depart from thee; until thou beganſt 
| to take pleaſure in unrighteouſneſie , and to 

make {innea cuſtome, @ right eye, a very ſer- 
| | viceable thing unto thee, Chriſt aid not 
leave thee. Thou beganſt to wax wanton 
againſt Chriſt, and then Chriſt caſt thee] } 
off. Thou beganſt to play the Apoſtate, } 
and to backſlide in heart from Chriſt ; and | | 
then thou felt off from Chriſt ; andF} 
then he fell off from thee, and filled thee} | 
with thize owne wayes, Now theſe things 
ſeriouſly conſidered , haſt thou any cauſe 
to blame CHRIST for departing from 
thee? Itis a comely and a very .righteous 
thing for Wiſedomes children to juſtifie 
wiſedome in all his wayes, as to others, ſo to| 
our ſelves. Wherefore thus doe, O deſerted 
ſoul ; ſay,Righteous art thou, O Chriſt, in| 
departing from me, and righteous mayeſt | } 

E 3 thon 
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thou be, if thou never returne to me, ſoun- 
kindly have I dealt with thee. 

Then ſet thy ſelf ſeriouſly to the uſe of 
all holy meanes,whereby thou maieſt get thy |_ 
Comforter to returne to thee. Examine thy 
ſoul throughly thou mwuſt,to finde ont what 
P | evil deprived thee of fo great a good: and in 
27 | ſerious ſoul-ſearching , God will ſpeak to 
4 {thy conſcience, and conſcience will ſpeak 

plainly to thee , and tell thee wherein thou| 
W {didſt give diftaſte to thy comforter,and what | 
W | was the cauſe he forſook the ſoul: 
| 
| 


And when thou haſt found out that vil, 
which conſcience tells thee, deprived thee of 
ſo great agocd , thou muſt fall very foule 
with it, how ſweet *oever it hath beenunto| | 

* |{thee. Thy great work muſtbe, to bring thy | 

8 | heart toa holy revenge upon this finne:to ab- 
@ {horre it, and thy ſelt becauſe of it : and to 
g | become very vile, as Fob ſaith, and very low 
F fin thine own eyes. Bring thy heart to ad- 
£ | mire the infinite patience and mercy of God, 
i | that things are no worſe with thy ſoul. That 
# 1 God had not cut thee off in the aG ing of that 
* | fin for which he deſerted thee : that he hath 


* 11cft any place for repentance, 2nd given the 
{leaſt defire to ſet about this work. 


And when thou art come thus reepolhle 
m7 
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the light of Gods countenance may begin 
' [now and then, to glance into thy ſoul, as at | | 
| (ome little cranny : or at leaſt ſome more | .| 
| then ordinary lightſomnrfle may appear in } | 
thy dark dull foul, as there doth 1n the dark 
morning, ſome ſpace of time before-'theſun f | 
appearcs, that had left this Horizon. Now T 
this beam of light,or this little lightſomneſs | 

of ſoul, thou muft much admire; and ac- 
; knowledge an unfathomed depth of love in 
it, that God ſhould ſo mach as once ſtoop 
to caſt an cye after thee more, to give thy | 
ſoal the leaſt refreſhing, that didſt abuſe fia- | 


 gons of love. | 


— 


By this glimpſe of light, or glimmering 
light,you arcto ſirengthen your faith,in the | 
| | beliefe of this that light will more and more 
8 | appear, as the light of the morning unto the | 
| perfe&t day : and io conſequently to follow 
God with ſo much the more fervency of 
prayer, for the return of his wonted kindneſſe. | 
Foſephyou know,carried himſelt very rough- | 
[ly tohis brethrcn which had abuſed himyfor | 
| j{omeſpace of time; and put them in great 
| [fear of the loſe of their livesztold them they 
were Spies, and many harſh words he gave: 
them, and harſh looks : butar laſt when his} ; 


brethren had brought him to Bexjamin, and | 
| E 4 diſconrſed | * 


— Ow. w__. Att 
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| s 


f. | his brotherly love, Come wear to me , I pray, 


| 


q | unkindly and unbrotherly uſe him : he will 
# | handle us very roughly, and put us in fear of 


| and let looſe the devil to tell us that we are 


| brotherly love alwayes,if we patiently beare 
| his frownes , aud kindly intrcat him, and 


* - * TG" 


courſed a while , Ioſephs bowels began to | 
worke , and he could no longer with-hold;; 


you, I am Joſeph your brother, &c. Thus Chriſt | 
our elder Brother deals with us, who doe 


the loſſe of our belt lives : he will make our 
conſciences ſpeake bitter things againſt us ; 


[Spres, hypocrites, and falſe friends to Chriſt; 
'n this diſtracted, affrighted, perplexed ſtate, 
he may hold us many dayes , many weekes 
many moneths ; but he cannot hoJd in his 


bring Benjamin to him , his own blood and 
merits; this will make his bowels work:and 


| | not comforted; I am Chriſt your elder Bro- 

x | ther, whomye nnkindly uſed : in a little 
| wrath I hid my face from you, but now with 
8 | everlaſting kindnefſe will I embrace you. 


make him unmask himſelf and ſay, come 
neare to me, O mourning ſouls , toffed and 


Trinun; Deo gloria. 


FINIS. 
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Eo The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with tby Spirit, 

| 1 | \His Text is Panls ſweet affeftionate! 

4B farewell to Timothy. Many grave and 

on gracious inſtrutions Paul had given: 
om! | T72othy ; but tis not much what man ſaith to 
FE the eare, as what Chriſt ſaith to the heart,,| 
that works effetually,to ſet a man about kis| 
duty: and therefore doth Paulin the conclu-| 
ion of all his Chriſtian counſell to Timothy,, 
pathetically pray , That the Lord feſus Chriſt | 
would be with bis ſpirit. 
{,7-[ | Thebeſt teaching of manis but as water ſpilt | 
'£ [upon the ground, unlefle Chriſt inwardly | 
17 | reach che ſpiric. 1f I am taught my duty by a |. | 
MY E'5 Paul, 
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Paul, one in gitts not inferiour to the chiefeft 
Apoſtles , yet unleffe Chriſt be with thy ſpi- 
rit, to make things take root there, all will 
dye and wither, like good ſeed caſt into bad 


ul, as to teach the eare, fo to intreat the 


1 Lord Jeſus Chrift be with thy Spirit, 


| tween the eare and the .heart : it is an eaſic 


4 other. There is an incomparable hardenfle 
{ apon the heart of man naturally: it is harder 
 } then an Adamant : now though a child with 
{ his litle finger,may make a dint upon dough, 
yeta Gyant with all his ſtrength , cannot 
{ make dints upon an Adamant ; much Ieffe 
SF Jcan all created ſtrength, make divine im- 
E _ rooms upon the ſpirit of man ; and there- 


be with thy Spirit. 
Why doth not Pay! here, wiſh riches and 


bare preſence of Chriſt with a mans ſpirit 


32 Chrifts communion with F 


w— And therefore Paul ſaw it but need-| w 
Lord to teach and ſtrengthen the ſpirit. The| hi 


Thereisa great diſtance (you Know) be- | 


thing for a man to bring home things unto | {i 
1 the one, but no lefie then the almighty pow- | | 
4 er of Chriſt,will bring home things nnto the | 


(ore it 1s,that Paul doth implore an Almigh-| 
ty ftrength to do thus , The Lord Jeſus Chriſt |- 


honours and pleafures unto T:m.tby ? Ts the| * 
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{ach a bleſing? Tothis 1 anſwer, riches and 
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honours &c. they are boxa,but not optima:; þ 
good things, bne not the beſt things.Earthly 
things though good In themſelves, yet are 
no further torth good to me. then as the} 
Lord Jefus Chriſt is with my ſpirit, to guide | | 
it to uſe them; and therefore Paulas one tru- | £ 
ly wiſe, prayed for the prime good for Timo- | | 
thy; tor that good which makes all other | 
- | things worke together good, to wit, That to 
have the Lerd Teſus Chriſt with our ſpirits, is 

a prime and priacipall bleſizg. Paul here wiſh- 
eth ic to Tr1-zoiby, as a cardinal bleſling , The 
Lord Ieſus Chrift be with thy ſpirit, 

Enucieatio propoſitions. 

To have Chriſt with our ſpir.ts, &c. How | 
can Chriit be preſent with 4man upon earth } 
who is now aſcended, and fitterh at the right | 
hand of his Father in heaven ? 
The Apofite doth hint an anſwer to this 
| queſtion , in the forme of his prayer, if you 
obſerveit. The Lird Jeſus Chriſt , ſaith he, | 
be with thy ſpirit. He ſpeakes of ſuch a pre- | 
ſence as will fitly yeild Communion and} 
fellowſhip to the ſpirit of man, There is a'} 
double preſence of Chrift with man , corpo- 
ral and ſpiritual joyntly z or meerly {piritu- 
al. With juſt men made perfe& in glory, 

; Chriſt is corporally preſent ; they behold his | 
| ! wounded | 
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wounded body made a glorious body , as a 


Chriſts communion with 


| 


continual afluranre of the Reſurre&ion of 


their own vile bodies unto the ſame fimili- | al 


tade. And with them Chriſt is prefent , ſpi- 
ritually filling them with thoſe jJoyes , the 
taſte of which npon earth, is called n»ſpeak- | 
abte and fall of glory. Of this communion 


8 | ſpeaks Chrift hiniſelt;] in them,and thou in me | 


that they may be made perfe@ in onevJoh. 17.23. | 


As the ſoul is tots i» toto, & tota in qualibet | % 


parte : according to the whole,in that whole | |\ 


which is lefſe noble then itſelf: according | z,ak 
7 | 


1 to the whole, that is , according to that fu 
| force and energy which the ſoul hath,ic atu- 


ates and organizeth every member of the bo- | 
dy, the leaſtas welIas the greateſt; So Chrift 
in the myftical body of Saints glorificd, is as | 
I may ſay , Totus in toto, & totus in qualibet 


ff parte. Whole Chriſt doth wholly exerciſe 


| 
þ 


| 


dominion in every glorified ſoul; hence it is, 
that all ſuch ſouls,are wholly holy,& wholy | 
happy 3 that is perfe&ly holy, and perfe&ly 


q happy : for as much as Chriſt , who is in the 


fulneſfſe of his Fathers glory, is fully preſent 

with them. | 
Sceondly , there is a preſence of Chrift 

with man , meerly ſpiricual ; that is, fuch a | 


 prefence, as whereby not the perſon, bur the 


provi-, 
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providence of Chriſt. may be feen 3 Such a Why | 
preſence as ſuperiors have with inferiora, |: 
nota contiguall, but a vertuall preſence; a || 
ron of influence and governance, as the | '+ 
un hath with us , by his rayes and beames. 
And this preſence is either Commune . or 
| Speczall. 
The commune preſence of. Chriſt with 
man , isthat whereby man Is upheld and 
guided, according to the being of a rational | : 
creature, Of this preſence of Chriſt with | Þ: 
man , ſpeakes the Apoſtle , that they ſhould | 
feek the Lord , if happily they might feele = MN. 
him and finde bim ,. though he be not farre from 
every one of us , for in him we live , move, and 
have our berng. Ads 17. 27,28. Chriſtas an 
| upho]der of each creature , is not farre from 
every one of us : that is, he isſtill preſent 
| with us thus, and with all Nations of men, 
| which he hath made of one blood , to dwell upon 
| the face of the earth. This preſence of Chriſt 
wich-man therefore, cannot properly be cal- 
led a prime and principall bleſſing, a choiſe and | 
favour, becauſe it is commune. to mankinde| 
in general , yea- commune to all creatures | 
below man; for God is with all the works of 
his hands, to uphold every creature accor- | 
ding to its proper ſpecies. 
Secondly, 
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| comprehended under the other, which 


[ſub majori, a lcile blefliing under a greater. 
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— 
et 
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Secondly , there is a ſpecial preſence of 
Chriſt with man , which is that cflicacious 
working cfthe Spirit of Chriſt, in.the ſpirir 
of man ; whereby it is made one fpirit,with 
the Spirit of Chriſt, in willing and nilling, 
according to that of the Apoſtle, He that is 
joyned to the Lord is one ſpirit. 


—— EE —_ 
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There is a ſpecial preſence of Chriſt, 
' with the bodies of men, for the good of 
them, which the Pſabnift intimates where 


bers that we are but dit: and that the An- 
gels of the Lord pitch their tents about the 


by experience , when he fled before Eſau, 
and ſlept ſoſwceily upon a ſtone. But this 
tender and ſpecial preſence and providence 
of Chriſt, reſpe&ing the outward man , is 


reſpetts the inward man, as quid minus 


For if God be in a ſpccial manner preſent 
with my ſpirit, vo guide and order that unto 


| my body to wa]ke in them too : and ſo con- 
| ſequently Chriſt cannot chuſe but be ten- 
derly preſent with me alſo, for the good 


j 


of that , whilſt every member thereof is | 


he ſaith, That be knowes our frame. and remems- | 


righteous. And lacch tcund the truth of this | 


all Holy waycs, my ſpirit will command |. 
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actuated by a ſpirit of His own ordering , to | 
| his own honour , as weapons of righteouſneſie. | } 
ns | And therefore doth Paul (pithily to ſpeake | 
| much in few) alent]y paſſe over that, which | k 
is neceflarily preſuppoſed 3 praying that | F 
Chriſt would be with Tinzthies ſpirit, and] þ 
then he was fure, Chriſt would be after a 
{pecial manner preſent, with his body 
too, for the good of that, The Lord Jeſus 
Chrift be with thy ſpirit. That is, the Lord le-! 
| ſis Chriſt exerciſe a ſpecisl dominion in thy q 

\ [ſpirit , fer the giiding and ordering of it , unto | 

the avoyding of evill, and to the performing of all 

good,whereby Chrift may bave all the glory,due to| | 
his Name, . 1 
Now that thus to have Chriſt preſent with 
a mans ſpirit, is a prime and principal bleſ- 
fing : Iwill plainly demonſtrate to you by a 
triple argument ab ffeiu. | 
Thas to have Chriſt preſent with our 
ſpirits, is the ready way toall temporal,ſpi- 
ricaal, and eternal good : and therefore 

muſt needes be a prime and principal bleſ- 
| ling. 
| Thus to have Chriſt preſent with a mans] 
ſpirit, is the ready way unto all temporal 
good. Men whoſe ſpirits Chriſt doth after 
a ſpecial manner order, to avoid finne, and ; 
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'to keep themſelves pmre , as Paul here uſerh | 
F | the expreſſion to Timothy, all temporal 
Ji goodthings, ſo farre forth as may be good 
or them, belong unto them by promiſe : 
For godlinefie hath the promiſe of this life. | 
& |t ſhall come to paſſe (ſaith the Lord) if | 

[you walke in my wayes, that 1 will bleſſe 
you in the fruit of the wombe, in the fruit 
C | of the field, in the basket, and ftore, &c. If you 
I walke in my wayes I will doe ths, &c. Why 
{ they with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is after a ſpe- 
cial manner preſent, this is their high-way 
(as Solomon ſaith) to depart from evill: that | 
Is, this is their daily endeavour, to walk in| **T 
all the wayes of the Lord; and ſo conſequent- | ©," 
1y, all temporal good of right belongs unto 
them. | 
But you will ſay , how is 1t then, that 
thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is moſtpre- 
ſent to make moſt tender for his honour, | 
have uſually leaſt of all temporal good 
things? 

To this the anſwer is eafte and manifold. 
Men with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is moſt pre- | 
| ſent, to make them moſt tender to avoid 
| finne, and to keep themſelves pure , theſe | - 

the devil doth moſt of all maligne, and ſets 
his limmes to ſpoile theme of their goods, as the | Mit 

| Author L 
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Author to the Hebrewes ſaith, to keep them 
trom that , which Chrift would have them 
advanccd to ; or elſe to ſtrip them of that, |. 
[which Chriſt hath conferred on them,by im- 
tk | priſonment, baniſhment and the like ; and ſo | 
; | make ſuch live in dens and holes, and caves 
{of the earth ; to wander in Deſerts and Wil- 
{| dernefſes, wearing ſheep sKins , and goat | 
|skins, of whom the world 1s not worthy. |. 
be. ky. Where a ſpirit of malice and confuſion rules, | 
afteriþ| £15 no marvel to ſee ſervantsſet on horſ-back 
a and Princes goe on foot. 

& #1 Secondly, men with whoſe ſpirit Chriſt is 
towk; after a ſpecial manner preſent, he takes ſpe-| | 
x cial notice to 'what evil the ſpirit is moſt} 
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moterinclined, and ſo anſwerably gives of theſe 
". Joutward things unto them. A wiſe Father 
ba, bach his eye upon the diſpoſition of his 
&.|childe, and to what exorbitancy he findes 
kf him inclined, he labours to prevent all oc- | 
| Caſtons to it, and ſo keeps his childe ſhort of 
'| what he could otherwiſe liberally allow 
x him. And thus tis with our heavenly Fa- 
| ther, reſpe&ing his children : he eyes ſtritly | 
* \their ſpirits , and if he ſee them Inclined to 
oY pride, covetouſneſſe, or any other ſcandas- | 


1.:1lons vice, he ſhortens them in that, which | 
4 may foment theſe. At theſe (I think) James | 
way | 
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| may point , where he faith , Let the rich re- | ! 
Joyce in that he is made low. Jam.1.10. God 
out of tender love to his children, oftiimes 
makes them poorin purſe, that they may 
| become poore in ſpirit, and ſo capable of the| * 
Kingdome of heaven. Which rightly weigh-| ® 
ed, 1s not matter of ſorrow , but matter of | ' 
| Joy, as Fames ſaith. _ 

| Thirdly, thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chrift 
is after a ſpecial manner preſent, to guide} ? 
| chem' to walk in his wayes, and to keep 
| chemſe]ves pure ; Chrift doth prove them by 
poverty , as by other things : and hence it 
may come to paſle ; that Chriſtians very} 
holy, may yetnotwithſtandirſg be very de- | Z wt} 
ſtitute of the things of this life: Thus you | 9 
know the Lord dealt with Job. Chriſt was 
after a ſpecial manner preſent with his Spi- | 
rit, to guide him to walke uprightly above 
many in his time. Now to make knowne 
this to the world, to his owneglory, and| 4 
Jobs eternal honour, he ſtript Fob of all, and 
ſet him upon a dunghil,who before ſat with 
the chiefeſt in ſeats of honour. God will 
have the world know, thet thoſe with 
whoſe ſpirit he is after a ſpecial manner 
| preſent to guide and order them, are not as 
thoſe with whoſe ſpirits the devil is in a| 
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, | ſpecial manner preſent, to guideand order : 
{ | to wit, ſuch as will winde and turne every 
i® | way when put to it. 
| Laftly, thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is 
| | after a ſpecial manner preſent , they deſire 
y | bat little of the things of this life: and there- 
fore tis no marvel, to ſee Chriſtians very 
holy, yet not very wealthy. Chriſtians with 
whoſe ſpirit Chriſt is after a ſpeciall manner 
z| preſent, they only defire daily bread : Agurs 
bk] portion, food convenient : and this the Lord 
$| gives them, and with this they are contented, 
if Which is the only wealthy eſtate: Chriſti- 
ang wm} ans > With whoſe ſpirits Chriſtis after a ſpe- 
cial manner preſent, they hanger and thirſt | 
«ul after righteouſneſie , not after riches in the 
world : they covet the beſt gifts, the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt, and not the fa» 
| ding riches of this life. Now Chriſt applies 
«| himſelf, to be moſt liberal in the diſtributi- 
- x on of that which the ſpirits of men moſt 
11 of bend after : in mercy, orin juſtice, Chriſti- 
wil ans whoſe ſpirits moſt ſtrongly bend aſter 
a wif grace : to theſe Chriſt in mercy doth moſt 
| bountifully apply himſelf, to give grace : 
4 according to that of Chriſt, Bleſſed are they | 
al that hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſſe , for 
-.«l they ſpall be filled, Chriſtians whoſe perils 
| mo 
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moſt {trongly bend after worldly riches , to 
theſe oft times Chriſt in juſtice moſt libe- 
rally applyes himſclfe to give thoſe , accor- | * wei 
ding to that of the PſalmiRt - 1/hoſe belly thou | * 
filleſt with thy bid treaſure. According like- 
wile to that of Solomon, There 1s a ſore evill| 
which T bave ſeen under the Sun , namely, ri=|: 
ches kept for the owners thereof to their burt : |; 
Pſal. 17. 11. Ecclef. 5. 13, The objetion}* 
being thus anſwered, the argument is ftill of | 
force: That to have Chriſt with our ſpirits, 
is the way to all temporal good,and ſo con- 
ſequently, a prime and principal bleſſing. 

But thatI may yet more fully ſpeake in|* 
this argument, note that temporal good, is |\"#,"F 
either poſitive, or privativez (if I may ftor| 
illuſtrations ſake ſo diſtinguiſh.) Temporal 
good in a poſitive ſenſe,is that ſecular thing, |" 
which is in ic ſelf good ; as bread , and cloa= || 
thing, and the like, of which we have alrea- 1 
dy ſpoken. | 
| Temporal good privatively ſo called, is |Þ 
affliftion ordered to a mans good, which in | 
itſelf isnot ſo. Now all thoſe with whoſe |# 

ſpirits Chriſt is preſent, are partakers of this Y 

' {temporal good. All outward croſſes tend [Wyatud 
to their inward gaine, becauſe Chriſt is with Py 
their ſpirits. Forall outward troubles are Intel 
heavier aw; 
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heavicr or lighter , more hurtful} or more 
profitable ſtil] tro a man, as Chriſt is pleaſed 
to order his Spiritunder them. A little out- 
ward trouble , it Chriſt let it ſeize upon a 
mans ſpirit, he quickly links and dyes under 
- | his buxthen , according to that of the Apo- 
rh | tle , worldly ſorrow cauſeth death. The loſle 
; | ofa wife or husband; nay, the lofſe of a 
childe or friend ; nay, the lofle of the leaft 
outward content, if Chriſt ſtand aloofe from 
a mans ſpirit, ard [ctit yon upon him, he 
will ſoone languiſh, andbleed inwardly to 
death ; whereas all ourwatd affliftions,mee- | 
ting together upon the outward man, if 
Chriſt be with the ſpirit, to ſupport and} 
beare up that , a Chriſtian ſweetly ſubmits, 
and keepes on his way, according to that of 
the Apoſtle, Rejoycing in hope, patient in tri- 
bulation, continumg inſtant in prayer : Rom. 
12.12, Now.Chriſt tenderly watches when 
outward troubles begin to take hold of that 
Spirit, with whom he-is ſpecially preſent, 
| and then he quickly relieves and eaſes it; 
and not onely ſo, but ſanAiftes it, to the: 


drawing of ſuch a ſpirit nearer to God in| 


love, according to that of David, Pial, 116. 
1,2. Tlovetbe Lord becauſe he bath heard my 
vozce » and my ſupplication , becauſe he hath 
| 
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i Where holy Chrift comes; They are at the | * 
well head for holinefſe, which have holy [ 
| Chriſt with their ſpirits. 


———— 
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inclined his eare unto me, therefore will 1 call upon | *% 
him as long as T live, Adde this tv the fr 
mer, that to have Chriſt wich our ſpirits, is 
the ready way toall temporal good, whes- | | 
ther poſitive, or privative : and you mult | ' 
needs grant it to be a principal bleſling. 
Sccondly, thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt 
is ſpecially preſent, are in the ready way to 
all ſpiritual good : and therefore thus to | | 
have Chriſt preſent with our ſpirits , muſt | | 
necds be counted a principall blefling, Chriſt 
is the author and worker of all grace :;and | 
therefore {ach ſpirits muſt needs be very gra- 
cious wich whom Chriſt is : The places are 
| boly whereunto the Ark of ihe Lard hath come, 


| faith ©o/omon, 2 Chron.$.11. I may truly ſay wi 
[ic of Chriſt, which the Ark typified. The 


ſpirits are holy with whom Chriſt is, and | ! 


| They that have Chriſt with their ſpirit, 
are in theready way to the very height of | 
heavenly wiſdome as Chriſt is. With him 


areall the treaſures of wiſdome. He that 


the Almighty, and knowes all things; an 


he 
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lies in thy boſome , teaching thee wiſdome | i, ah 
ſecretly , came out of thevery boſome of | thin 
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|hegives ſuch an union to that ſpirit which | Þ 
bf | he teaches, that hee makes it know and diſ-+ - 
i". | cerne all things too. : 
1 They that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, | 
are in the ready way to the: verie heightof; 
love, which 1s the glorie of all graces, in the| 
fight of God and man;for there is no ſuch; 
worker and winner of love, as Chriſt is. If 
he doe but put in his fizger by the bole of the 
Coe, he will make a make mans bowels melt 
| after him. If hee doe but revealc his love to 
our ſpirits a little; onn. fpicits gnow. ſick - of 
love uuto him. He will wound us wich one 
of his cyes, ſo full of beautie is hee: Leta]| Y 
| mans ſpirit be never ſo cold; yet it Chriſt be 
of {Withit, heisin the ready way to burnwith. 
-1 4 {love to Chriſt, as ſtrong as death, which ma-' 
» , [Ny Waters cannot quench. 
They that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, | 
[are in the ready way to the. very height of| 
*:]joy andconſolation : they are in the ready 
. (4 '| way to Joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 
*' | Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you, &*ce aid 
'. | Chriſt to his Diſciples. Chriſt ſpeakes ſuch 
things to the ſpirits of thoſe with whom he 
is preſent, as fills their ſpirits with joy, to 
the very brim and this oft times in the| 
" per depth of all outward extremity. The 
+ Church 
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' Church doth darkly hint this. The Comfor- | if 
\ ter which ſhould r. eve my ſoul ir farre from| 
me : Lam.1.16. As it the Church had ſaid, 
though my outward miſery be exceeding 
great, yet if the comforter did bur keep| ! 
cloſe to my ſpirit,l ſhould have as much con<«| | 
| ſolation as my heart could hold,in the midſt 
| of all my miſery : but this 1s my miſery, 
{ that the Comforter which ſhould relieve 
| my ſoul is far from me, out of the hearing | | 
of ſighs and groans : nay , out of the hea- 
ring of ſtrong cryegy he” is angry againſt my 
prayers. In a word, a Chriſtian which hath 
Chriſt with his ſpirit, is in the ready way to| i 
| excell in vertue , as David ſayes : to excel in | 
{| albvertue; to be viſer then his teachers;more| 
| excellent in all grace then his neighbors. And 
therefore,to have Chriſt preſent with our ſpi- 
rits,muſt needs be counted and called, A prime 
and principall bleſſinz. * 'Þ 
Laftly, co have Chriſt with our ſpirits , 1s 
| the ready way unto eternal good; and 
| therefore a principal blefling. As a ftone 
| carries with it , whatſoever light thing be 
{| faſtened to it, unto its own center : {ſo Chriſt | Ui 
| whoſe proper place of relidence is Heaven, | 
{carries with him hither, all ſuch ſpiritsas | | 


| to whom he is united on earth.. 1f we have @ | Vin 
ſpecial{! - 
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aipecial friend at Court, we count that we 
arein a ready way to ſeeall the pomp of the 
Prince. Chriſt hath the keyes of Heaven | 
ding|[/and Hell 3 he opens and no man ſhuts; 
ſhuts, and no man can open : all with whoſe 
\]|[ſpirits he hath dwelt , and been kindly uſed | 
upon earth , he knowes 3 and when they 
ſhall knock at thoſe everlaſting gates , he| 
will open and let them into every roome | 
in his royall dwelling, and ſhew them all | 
.|\the glory which he had with his Father be-' 
fore the world was. *Tis betweene Chriſt 
and that ſpirit with whom he lives, as be- | 
tween Naomi: and Rwuth ; where the one: 
lives, the other will. Whileft ſuch ſpirits: 
|| live in the body , Chrift will live with them 
there z when they remove out of the body, 
Chriſt will not leave them(death cannot ſepa-' 
[rate) but commands his Angels to bring 
-\them to cternal manſhons with himſelfe. | 
- +|||Chriſt which is lifted up to glory himſelfe, 
[||will draw up all ſuch unto him, as in whoſe 
(ſpirits he dwels, and no ſtrength ſhall be 
- o hell|able to withſtand him; none ſhall pluck ſuch } 
>: ||| out of his hand. Tio eaim Chriſto,efſt unio inu- 
\nibilis. | 
| If to have Chriſt with our ſpicits bea 
al grand favour; not to have him wich our ſpi- | 
, F rits 
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[1irs , muſt needs be a grand evil. A ſpirit 
| without Chriſtis naked, as a body without |; 
cloathes. Many things may make clozthing |: 
and defence for the body , but onely Chriſt 

| that beſt garment, as the Father of the Pro- 
digal cals him, can make cloathing and nw-| 
nition for the ſoul. A mans ſpirit withour [i 
Chriſt is as a naked body among Thornes; | 
{every Throne pierceth , and every Eryar | 
| ſcratcheth , and fetcheth blood from fuch a |; 
body. ; ſo worldly cares and worldly feares, | 
| when ſtrong, will pierce ſuch a naked ſpirit [yl 
{| thorow and thorow,, and make him runne 


| ſtep in and bridle the Bedlam. A mans ſpi- 
{ric without Chriſt, is as a naked body hye, 
[amongſt Serpents every Serpent ſttngs and ce. 
venoms ſuch a naked body to death; ſo every ol 
ſeed of the Serpent ſtings & poylons to death rin 
| {uch naked ſouls, by their threatnings, flat. 
teries, examples, and the like. A mans ſpirit 
| without Chriſt, is as a naked body in great|j 
| blaſts of lightning;ſuch bodies are ſuddenly 
| ſcorcht and conſumed ; ſo ſuch naked ſouls Wind 
are ſuddenly blaſted , by the fiery Darts of." 
{ the Devil, and ſo ſuddenly ofttimes goe|, by 
from burning to burning ; from burning in 
| fin, to burning in Hell. 
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Wl | naked, but blind too. A naked man having 


5! | world; ſo the Sun of righteouſneſſe Chriſt,is 
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A mans ſpirit without Chriſt is not onely | 


his fight may make ſome ſhift ; but a man 
naked and blind too\is in a raiſerable help- 
lefſe ſtate indeed : and juſt ſuch is the ſtate 
and condition of every mans ſpirit,that hath 
not Chriſt with it : for as the Sunne in the 
Heavens is the eye and light of the greater 


the cy cand light of the leſſer worId , man. 


condition we ſhould all bein, if the Sunne 
vere darined, or had utterly forſaken our 
| | Horizon ; or doe but think of that darkiiefle, 
{v:hich was upon the Agyprtians for a little 
time , when no man couid ftirre out of his 
place ; ard {uch and much worſe is the dark 
dolorcus condition of a ſpirit without} 
Chriſt,not able to ſee the leaſt beam of ſaving 
ay | light, 20t able to ſtir a = out of his place, 
[in tte way that leads to lite. 
|en2iy blind, but dumbe two. A man thar 
is blind , yet if he can ſpeake, can begge 
for that which hee cannot ſee to worke 
(for. But whm a man is blinde, and 
dumb too; that he can neither help him- 
ſelfe, nor beg of others ; he is in a dole- 
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f mans ſpirit without Chriſt is not] 


Now doe but 1magine what a dark dolorous | - 
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| full condition indeed z and juit ſuch is the 
| condition of every mans ſpirit that hath not | 9 
Chriſt with it. For as Chriſt is Eyes to the | 
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ſou], ſo heis a Mouth and Tongue, enabling 


mities, who are godly, we are dumb, and 
notable to ſpeak to our own Father , as a= 
dopted children for daily bread; much more 
unable to beg for life, to the dreadful! Judge 
of all the world , muſt all ungodly perſons 


out Chriſt as an helper. 


this; when Chriſt as the dreadful Judge 
of all the world at the great day ſhall aske 
you , what you have to ſay for your ſelves, 
that you ſhould not eternally dye for your 


ding garment, dumb and not able to ſay a 


| word for your ſelves, becauſe Chriſt is not |{ 


jw 


—— 


to cry Abba Father. Unleſle the ſpirit of z01 
Chriſt be with our ſpirits, helping our infir- | 


nceds be, whoſe ſpirits are altogether with- | 
I would have all | 
men that live in their fins, think ſeriouſly of |" 


fins, in which you have lived, you will be |fat 
like that man which was without his wed- |* 


ith your ſpirits. 'Tis impoſlible that a |# 
mans own guilty ſpirit ſhould be able tot 


head md 
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look the terrible Judge of men and devils wh 
|in the face, much lefſe ſpeak a word for |Yil 
mercy, | unlefſe the Almighty Spirit of PAhling 
| Chriſtbe with it, to aid it. Mapy 
wretch es 
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ignorant þizy n, 
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wretches ſooth themſelves with this, that}: 
xt [they will at laft cry, Lord, Lord, and ſo 
[| prevaile quickly for pardon with him, who 
1s infinitein mercy. Why, but think on 
fi} |this, O ignorant ſoul! No man can call Fe- : 
\|||ſus Lord , but by the holy Ghoſt. Thou wilt 
not 1n thy greateſt necd be able to cry Lord, f 
{Lord, unlefſe the Lord be with thy ſpirit. þ; 
more}| Death will Ring thee”, conſcience will gnaw | 
Judge thee , Chriſt will condemne thee, Devils | 
ane Will teare thee; and yet wilt not thon bc| 
wide} a >1e to cry, Lord, Lord, have mercy on me; | 
|uniefle the Lord be with thy ſpirit : but in | - 
| ſtead of crying Lord, Lord, for mercy, thou |. 
wilt burne in malice againſt the Lord , and | 
curſe and blaſpheme as Devils and damned | 
wretches doe. Haſt thou never ſeen condem- } 
[ned wretches, not onely dumb, but withall, | 
{deſperate too; and leap off the ladder them- | 
|\[ſelves , without either asking God or man 
forgiveneſſe ? Thus in a ſpiritual ſenſe, and |: 
much worſe, wilt thou doe in the great day | 
of judgement; for as much as Chrift is nor 
with thy ſpirit. 
||| Fourthly, a mans ſpirit without Chriſt is 
'Inot only blind and dumb,but deafe too.And 
\ifa man beblinde and dumb, yer if he can 


|heare, he may make ſome ſhift co help him- 
| E3-- ſelf: 
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{ſelf : wefollow a thing (we know) ſome- 
times by the ſound , when we cannot ſee it, 
nor ſpeak what itis: but when a man isna- 
ked, blinde, dumb, and deafe too, he is in a 
kelplefſe condition indeed ; aud juſt ſuch is 
{ the ſtate of a mans ſpirit without Chritt. 
For Chriſt, as he is Eyes and Tongue, ſo he | mm 
is Eares alſo to the ſoul of man. Hence it | gol 
is that 7chx ſpeaks ſo frequently of ſpiritual | mr 
hearing , afcera Hypothetical manner ? He | mi 
that hath an eare, &c. That is, if any man| 
have ſpiritual diſcerning, Let him heare what | ſly, 
* | the ſpirit ſaith to the Churches. Intimating | ba 
thata ſpiritual eareis a very rare thing to | wi 
be found, that which no man hath, but he |. 
which hath Chriſt with his ſpirit, that hath 
{ had his eares bored by the Spirit of Chriſt, | jin 
as the Scripture ſpeakes; all others are as 
deafe as Adders, and cannot heare the voyce 
of the charmer , charme he never ſo wiſely. |n 
I would have all that live in their ſ1ns, ſeri - 
ouſly conſider this too,as a further degree of 
£o2s > aA You tell us that you will |j 
turne from your fins hereafter, and obey the 
call of God in the Miniſtry of his Word : 
but let me ask you this ; Have you not hi- 
therto turned the deafe eare 1pon God ? 
Yes: I and ſo you will doe tor the time to |j 
come} 


| 
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come 3 and the reaſon of both the ſame; be- | 
| cauſe Chriſtis not with your ſpirits. Let 
mercies call , corre&Fions cal ; let friends 
call,father cal,mother cal, husband cal,witfc | 
cal ; ler Miniſters cal, conſcience ca]; nay,let 
| Chriſt himſelf cal, in what voyce he will,ſfti11 
voyce,or lowd voyce,in words never fo plea- | 
| ing, or never 1o-piercing, yet wilt not thou 
| heare, becauſe Chrift is not with thy ſpirit ; 
7:8 but with Solomons fool, wilt on in thy fins, 
| and beeternally puniſhed. : 
Fifthly , a mans ſpirit without Chriſt is 


_—_—s*s_ 


which how dolorous ſuch a ſtate is in a cor - 
poral ſenſe, you know ; much more dolo- 
rous in a ſpiritual ſenſe; Iam ſure. As the 
ſpirit of man can neither ſee,ſpeak,nor hear, 
ſo neither can it feele , without the Spirit of 
| Chriſt. The ſpirit of man without E Spi- 
rit of Chrift, is dead. Chriſt is to our ſpirits, | 
[as our ſpirits are unto our bodies, their life: 
and life is the principle of feeling : for the 
dead feel nothing. When Chriſt which is our 
[life] ſhall appeare, &c. Where there is no 


— 
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is no life, there is no feeling. You know the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome that were paſt feeling, 
having gzvex themſelves over t0 hats 
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without feeling, in a dead palfie all over; }. 


Chriſt , there is no life 5 and where there| 
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| [eſſe , to werke all uacleanneſie with greedi- 
eſſe. There the Apoſtle ſpeakes of ſuch a 
| ſenſleſneſſe, as lies upon the ſoul by a ſe- 
cond adt of divine juftice. All humane ſpi- 
rits by the firſt at&t of divine juitice upon 
| Adam, are naturally paſt feeling, and would 
give up themſel Il wi 

{ give up themſcdves unto all wickednefſe with 
| Is not God reſtraine.To be paſt 
{ {celing in this latter ſenſe,notes principally a 


| {want of divine affe&tion , when finne doth 
not kindly affe&t the ſoul with ſorrow ; 
as in the former ſenſe, when finne doth not 
at all affe& the ſoul with ſorrow : when 

holy wayes and workes do not kindly affe& 

- jrh- ſoul with joy, as in the other ſenſe, 
when they doe not affe&t the ſoul with Joy 

at all, but rather diſturbe and provoke to 

paſſion and malice. 

| I would haveallthatlive in their ſinnes, 
ſeriouſly think on this alſo , as a further de- 

gree of unhappineſſc, You have heard ma-. 
ny powerful Sermons , which you have ſeen 
[work admirably upon others, and yet they 

| [have madeno impreſſion upon your ſpirits : 
and many hundred more may ycu heare,and 
[no divine impreflion at laſt be made; and the 
treaſon of both, one and the ſzme, becauſe } 
{Chriſt is not with your ſpirits, and by reaſon * 
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every ſtroke hardcns, but not breaks ic. Let. 
the Maſter ſmite,and the man 'ſmite; let God 
ſmite, and his Miniſter ſmite, and con'e'nce 
{mite,nay,Let every. member of the body be: 
ſmicten with puniſhment, to affe& the ſoule 


with {inne,yet wil it not ſtir and complaine, 
unlefle Chrift be with it. 


without taſting or ſmelling: to theſe ſenſes 
alſo (you know) the Scripture doth allude| 
fally the unhappy condition of every ſpirit 
without Chriſt. You know the Apoſtle| 
ſpeakes of ſome, that ſavored not- the-things| 
of God; which is a terme applyed in Scrip-| 
ture, to the ſenſe of {ſmelling as well as to| 


bitter. 

I would: have a]l you that live in your fins, 
ſeriouſly think on this too, as a farther. de- 
gree of nnhappinefle. You come oft tires to 


of this, your heartsare as Adamants, which | 


Finally, a mans ſpirit without Chriſt, is| 


and therefore fitly here may Lto ſet forth | 


the ſenſe of tafiing ; and therefore for bre-| 
vity ſake doe I here joyn borh ſenſes toge-| 
ther in a ſpiritual] way of allnfion. VWhy all | 
that have not Chriſt with their ſpirits, .are| 
ſuch as cannor. rightly ſavour piritual things; | 
ſuch put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet- for | 


Wiſedomes home, and though {he prepare | 
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you all ſpiritual dainties, yet you can reliſh 
nothing but ſome by-things that lie about | 
the diſh rather for ornament then for food. | 
And would you know the reaſon of .this ? 
tis becauſe Chrift is not with your ſpirits 3 
It Chriſt were with-you, you' would feed on 
every difh at Wiſdomes table; on promilſes, 
yea,and on threatnings too: To tne burery 
ſoule, every bitter thing is ſweet,{aith Solomon. 
All that is good and wholſome goes down | 
well, where Chriſt is with the Spirit. You 
come frequently to Wiſedomes houſe, who 
keepes a Tablehere, and twere for a king , 
and yet you have leane ſhrivcled ſoulecs like 
men in a conſumption : every one tels you, | |, 
that you looke as if you were ſtarved, ſpeak i "#9 
and live, as if you never heard a good Ser- 
mon from ycers end, to yceres end: they tcl] i 
you that you are ſo lean and feeble,that you | 
need the benefit of all the ſpirits that every | 
diſhat Wiſdoms table can yeeld, to ftreng- | |" 
then you,and recover you,and yet every difh | * 
almcoft goes againſt your ſtomacks ; and that | * 
you doe eat , is without favour or any other | * 
vertuc,and fo you languiſh with all dainties 
before you,and thus you wil goe on Jangui- 
({hing, until you quite conſume and periſh e- | Al 
| ternally, unleffe Chriſt be wich your ſpirits. | 
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You ſee (I ſuppoſe) plainly by this time, 
| that as it is a prime and principal happineſs 
to have Chi iſt with onr ſpirits; ſo it is a. 
prime and principall evill and unhappineſſe, 
not to have Chriſt with our ſpirits. Where- | 
fore having laid open both before you, let | 
me entreat you all to look in upon your ſpi- 
rits, and ſee who keeps company with them; 
Chriſt, or the devil; one of theſe two is with 
all our ſpirits. It Chriſt be not with our ſpi- 
rits,the devil is and wil be. If Chriſt be with 
your ſpirits,according to the ſenſe and mea- 
ning of the Apoſtles in my Text, you ſhall 
| finde it by theſe two things, the body is dead 
| becanſe of ſin; & the ſpirit zs life becauſe of righ- | | 

teouſneſi. *Tis Pauls CharaGter of Chriſts ſoo. -' 
cial preſence in the ſoule of man upon earth, |* 
and therefore of ſtrong authority. Azd if 
Chi ft be in yougthe body 1s dead. Lecauſe of fin, 
but the Spirit is life becauſe of righteouſaeſs. 
Rom.$.10. The body is dead becanfe of fin : 
that is,the body or corruption is deftroyed, 
as in reſpec of the guilt of it,fo in reſpe& of 
the dominion cf ir. And the fpirit zs life, becauſe 
of righteonſneſs ; that is the regenerate part is 
vigorowin reference to all. righteous waics. 
And if therefore you would know whe- 
ther Chriſt be with your ſpirics, ſee whether | | 

your t 


{ 
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plead for it with my tongue ;z but ſtrive a- 


in-him ,. kke the babe in.E!:zabeths wombe, 
when. they ſpake of drawing neere to God, 
in the duties of his'worſhip. A Chriitian | 
ſpirit, ſees a taking |. 
crenſcendent beauty in all Wiſdoms wa'es 3] 14M 
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your bodies be dead becauſe of finne : Whe- 


ther you labour to bring every thought into | 


ſubjetion toChriſt; or whether you doe'not 


ellow your ſelves liberty to ſome evil, out of | 
love to. ſome pleaſure or profit; which is} 
that principally , wherein the dominion of | 
finne conſifteth; as Paul hints unto us,where- | np 


4 £4 
$2616" WE DA 
4. * Cr 
dh u'* 
Lk 4 «. - 
ly [ 
o 


,M 
OS 


he ſaith, The evil which I doe,T allow not. That | wawha 
13, Idoenot approve of it in my heart, nor | ws 


gainſt it wich all my ſtrength ; and ic would | i 


be more joy to me to be rid of it,then if F had | 
[a Kingdom conferred to me. Fhis is the lan=- | | 
guage right, of one that hath Chriſt with his 


ſpirit. 

Secondly.,.fee whether your ſpirits be alive 
becauſe of righteouſneſi : it you would know 
whether Chriſt be with your ſpirits or not. 
Sce whether holy waies doe heartily affect 


You. Irejoyced when they ſaid , Come let | 
us.goe to the houſe of the Lord , ſaith the | 


Pſalmiſt. He ſpake like a man,having Chriſt 
indeed with his ſpirit + his ſpirit Ieapt with- 


that hath Chriſt with- his 
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they are all waies of pleaſare, and paths of | 
peace; which is ſpoken in reference to ſuch | 
as have Chriſt in their ſpirits : for others 
finde no ſach thing in them. And his ſpirit | 
opens in them like flowers-in the Sun, and 
{mels fragrantly , then bends and cleaves to 
them,in love to that ſouls ſweerneſſe, which 
he findes in them. And if you finde theſe} 
things in you, I think I may ſafely tell you 
to your comfort, that Chriſt is with your 
ſpirits. | | 
[' I may turn this chara&er into another 
| {form,as Pauldoth, and tell you in his words 
that he which zs joyned to the Lord, is one ſpirit. 
I Cor. 6.17, They that have Chriit with 
their ſpirits,are one ſpirit with Chriſt. This 
expreſiion (I conceive) is ſomething ex- 
plained by theſe following words ; And the 
| multitude of then that believed, were of one 
 beart aud one ſoule, Aﬀts 4.32. or as the ori- 
| gina] hath It, 'Y 42 ed 10. x) dLuyn' wiaheart and 
ſoule one : They that have Chriſt with their} 
{ſpirits , are heart and ſoule one with Chrift. 
| They doe idem velle, & dem nolle : Whe. 
Chriſt loves,they love; and what Chriſt hates, 
dal [they hate. Chriſt Ioves righteoaſneſſe, and 
ial} thatcs iniquity-: Thha baſt loved rigbteonſueſs, 
is and-bated. iniquity, &c. Plal. 4.5, 7. 1h 
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that have Chriſt with their ipirirs, are heart 
and ſoule one with Chriit in this. They love 
righteouſneſſe , that is,all righteous waies - 
and hate iniquity,that is,all chat Gods word 
| condemns. Twas Chrifts meat and drink, 
to doe his fathers will ; they that have Chriſt 
with their ſpirics, are one ſpirit with Chriſt 
in this. *Tzx joy to the jaſt to doe judgement, | 
ſaith Solomon, Chriſt was tender about keep- 
ing the leaft Commandement, as wel] as 
about keeping the greateſt. I/hoſoerer ſhall 
break one of the leaſt Commandements, and 
teach men ſo, he ſhall becalled the leaſt in: the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Maith. 5.19. They that | 
have Chriſt with their ſpirits, are heart and | * 
| ſoule one with Chriſt in this; they are tender & 
| to keep all Gods commandements : leaft,as 
well as greateſt; So ſhall I not be confounded, 
whilſt I bave refpet unto all thy Commandc- 
ments, ſaith Pivid, I doe not conceive rhe 
place fore-cited fo, as if Chriſt did account | 
of one part of his Fathers will above ano- | 
ther: I rather thinke that he there ſpeaks 
Phariſeornum more , in the Phariſees dialeft, |: 
who would make the world believe , that 
they mightily laboured to keep ſome pre- 
| ceps, but others they thought , as many of | 
us now doe, that they need note ſo ſtrict Pk 
about. | 
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about. Now Chriſts tender Spirit for his Fa- 
chers honour, could not brooke this halting 
in Reiigion ; and they that have Chriſt with 
cheir ſpirits, are heart and foule one with 
Chriſt in this. That commandement which 
the moſt ſay is one of the leaft,and may be: 
diſpenſed withal, or at leaft need not be ſo 
ftrictly look'c unto; that, as wel as any o- 
ther, whil'ſ a precious part of Chriſts wil, | 
a man that hath Chriſt with his ſpirit, wil 
be render to obſerve. Davids ſpirit ſmote 
him, for cutting off the lap of Sauls gar- 
ment, as well as for cutring off the life of 
Uriah : which plainly ſhewes, that men 
which have Chriſt with their ſpirits, are 
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as great. | 

Now poſhbly ſome of you by what hath 
been ſ{aid, may ſee that as yet you havenot 
Chriſt with your ſpirits; 1 ſhal addrefſe my 
ſelfſe in the firſt place, particularly to ſpeak 
to you, and then inthe ſecond piace, I ſhal 
.addrefſe my ſelfe, particularly to ſpeake to 
ach of you, as have by what hath beene 


ibeen ſaid,ſee, that as yet Chriſt is not with 


your ſpirits, 1 have onely theſe two things | 


ſaid, diicerned that Chriſt is indeed wi:h| 
{your ſpirits. To you which by what hath| i 
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| tender about the avoiding of {mal lins,as wel | 4, 
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ro fay, labour to bewatile your great want,as 
perſons deeply ſenfible of ic, and then la- 
jour to get this great wart ſpeedily ſup- 
plied. 
Firſt, labour to bewaile your great want, | 
as perſons deeply affe&ted with ic. Tis the 
greateſt want in the World, to want Chrift 
to be with a mans ſpirit. Ocher wants may 
be aftlifting wants, but this isa damning 
want. Other wants may make thee diſpiſed 
of men, but this want wil make thee for | | 
ever to be abhord of God. Thou wert bet- 
'rer want riches, thou wert better want ho- | 
nours ; nay, thou were better want bread 
to put in thy head, then want Chrilt to be in |} 
thy hearc. Thou wert better want thy deere 
Husband, thy ſweet Wite, to lie in thy bo=-: s 
ſome, then want Chriſt to lie there. Nay, 
| thy ſoule were better ta be without thy bu-/| 
dye, then without Chriſt. If there be any 
want under heaven that makes a hell toa | 
| man upon earth, itis this: to want Chriſt to | 
| be wich his ſpirit. For what is that makes | 
hell, hell? a place full of fin and full of mi- | : 
| ſery? bat this, thar Chriſt is not with thoſe | | 
| | ſpirits : they. are ſpirts everlaſtingly exclu-/ 
: 6 from all. communion with Chriſt. Now 
| | whereas great wants make you complain | 
| | heavily | 
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heavily, and mourn bitterly, begge the Lord 
that you may be ſenſible of this great want of 


and ſo without God in this world , that ſo 
all ſorrow for other wants may meet and| 
runne in one channel, to bewatile this great 
want. Sauls ſpeech to his ſervant, I may 
here fitly allude to , Come let us returne (ſaid 
he) leſt my Father leave caring for the Aﬀes, 
and take thought for ws. If you that mourne 
for this want and that want, did. but feel the 


want of Chriſt with your ſpirits, you would | 


with Kiſp quickly leave mourning for trifles | 


come, O my ſoul! ceaſe mourning for father 


CO IE” 


wife, for children and ſubſtance , and begin 
to mourne for this,that thou yetliveſt Chriſt- 


inwardly, under your great want, then cry 


make yonr praycrs prevalent, urge the pro- 


miſe of God, wherein he hath engaged} 


himſelf ro doe good in Chriſt, to chem 
that are afarre off. Thy ſoul thou findeſt 


| farre | 
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to make theſe things ſinke into your ſpirits, | 


and begin to mourne for things of weight: | 


wants, that your ſpirits are without Chriſt, | 


lefle, and art in the ready way to dye, and |: 
periſh remedileſfe. | Ko» 
When you have got your hearts. to bleed | 


mightily to the Lord, and ſupply it. Ane to | 


a. 
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farre off from Chriſt : why, the promitſe 
(ſaith the Apoſtle} of Chriſt and ſalvation 
by him is to fuch. For the promiſe is to you | 
and to your children, ani to all that are | 2 farre 
off. ] This Pcter ipake by way of comfort, as 
now I doe, to flich as felt their ſpirits with- 
out Chriſt, without grace and hope of glo- 
ry. Chrift you ſee is under a general pro- 
miſe, and therefore no ſoul ſhonld'deſpaire 
of obtaining him. He is promiſed to the 
Jewes, and not only to them, but to us Gen- 
tiles, who ſometimes . were afarre off; not | 
to this Gentile or that, but to all thatare| 
-prickt in heart for the want of him. For 
the Promiſe is to you and to your childrex , and 
to all that are afarre off. Let every one there- 
fore upon this ground , that feeles his ſpirit 
prickt and wounded , ſor want of Chriſt, 
take words to himſelf, and goe unto God ; 
and ſay, 

O God ! my ſoul is a poor Chriſtleſſe ſoul. 
[ finde by woful experience, that the Lord 
Jeſus is not with my ſpirit, by reaſon of 
which I live wickedly to thy diſhonour,and 


to mine own eternal undoing , if thou doe| | 
not ſhew mercy upon me, according to | ui 
thy promiſe. Thou haſt ſaid that thou wilt 
| beſtow” . 
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b:ſtow Chrift, grace and ſalvation , up _ 
them that are afar off ; make good thy pra- 


| |Chrift, grace and all ,zocd; ſo ſhalt thou vb- 
| | lige me for ever unto thee ; and 1 ſhall tell of 
thy goodnefile as long as I live. 

Having thus ſpoken what ] thought fit,to 
ſuch as finde by what was tormerly delive- 
red, that Chrift is not with their ſpirits: I 
{hall in the next place ſpeak unto you , that 
by what was formerly delivered, finde that 
Chriſt is with your ſpirits. Something by 
way of counſel], and ſomething by way of 
Conſolation, I have to deliver unto you. } 
Three things by way of counſel, I would] 
commend unto you : thaxkefully acknowledge 
this great favour ; carefully preſerve it , and in= 


cious promite to nic, whoſe ſpirit is far from | 


duſtriouſly labour to augment it. 2 

Firſt, thankfully acknowledge this great | 
favour. Tis a pearle of great price, that 
God hath caſt into thy belies to give Chritt | 
to be with thy ſpirit : and for great favours, | 
| every one will acknowledge it very fit, and 
juſt, that they ſhould be thankful. 'Tis a 
jewel that Chriſt ſcarce gives to one of tenne 
thouſand : and for rare gifts, every one will 


readily confeſſe it to be great ingratitude, 
not thankfully to acknowledge them. Dog 
thou 
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thou not heare ſome ſwear, ſome curſe, ſome 
lye, like their father the devil ? Why thon 
wouldeit have been ſuch a one , had not 
God given Chriſt to be with thy ſpirit. 
Doeſt thou not ſee ſome Drunkards, ſome 
whoremaſters, ſome murderers, ſome perſe- 
cutors of the Saints? why thou would'ſt 
bave been ſuch a one, if God' had not gl- 
ven Chriſt to be with thy ſpirit. Doeſt thou 
Not ſee ſome make a God of their belly, 
ſome make a God of their wealth ; ſome 
proud, ſome mad, ſome putting farre from 
them the evil day, living as if they ſhould 
' | never dye? Why, thou wouldeft have been 
ſuch a one, had not God given Chriſt to be | ,,.. 
with thy ſpirit. Doeſt thou not ſee ſome 
Nabals, ſome Fezebels, ſome Cains, ſome De- 
maſes, ſome Fudaſes ? Why , amongft the 
number of theſe wouldeſt thou have been, } |. 
had not God given Chriſt to be with thy 
ſpirit. Wherefore maganifie the Lord with 
all thy might, and letall that is wichin thee 
praiſe his holy Name. Think but how tt 
was with thee , when thy ſpiric was with- 
out Chriſt. How fooliſh thou waſt ſerving di=| '* 
vers lufts : how the God of this world which | | 

rules mightily in the children of diſ{obedi- 
ence, did rule mightily in thee. How weake 
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thy ſpirit was, and caltly overcome and car- 


| ried captive of every luſt. 'How drunken | - 
| [thy ſpirit was, and reeid from one opinion | |} 
| to another : one day thou thought thus and | | 
thus, and another day thou thoughtft quite } [ A 
contrary. I ſay,doe but think ef theſe things, | « 


and how the Lord might juſtly have left | 
| | thee ſtilt to have gone on thus, untill thou | 
|| | hadſtperiſhed, as he hath done many thou- 
| |ſands,& then be unthankful for the comm- 
| nion of Chriſtwith thy ſpirit , if thou canft. 
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It was this confideration that ſet Paul a 
wondring at the goodnefle of the Lord. 1 
was a blaſpemer , a ferſecuter, ©c. Tet Tob- 
taixed mercy. He circumflexes this terme 
[I] yet | 1] obtained mercy, &c. It was 
wonderfull in his cyc , that God ſhould give] 
Chriſt to dwell with ſuch a bloody blaſphe- 
ming ſpirit as he {had. In this way letus 
goe to work,to raiſe our dull ſpirits,to mag- 
nific the free goodnefle of the Lord: for tis 
a work of all works that God loves. I was 
a man of a very proud , paſttonate , malici- 
« [ous, uncleane ſpirit; and yet I obtained 
| |[mercy. God hath given Chriſt ro be with] ii 
' [this depraved ſpirit, and ina little time heſ 
, hath done very much and made a manifeſt $: 
wel | mg in my ſpirit ; of very proud, he hath} | 


made | 
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mace it in ſome meaſure humblezof very paſ- [jel V 
[lonate, in ſome meaſure paticnt ; of very 
malicious, in ſome meaſure loving ; of very 
unclean, in ſome meaſure continent. O ! the 
riches of his love; how unſearchable is bis mer- 
| cy,and by Lee paſt finding cut | 

Sccondly, as I would have you thank- | 
tully acknowlcdge this greatfavour, ſol |: 
would have y on carcfully labour to preſerve 
it. Yon finde that you have Chriſt with your 
{pirits;take h.cd you donot loſe him, Thon 
| wert better loſe thy life, then lofe the ſpecial 
preſence of Chriit with this Spirit. *T'is a 
prime and principall bleding , as thou haft 
heard, 'a bldling of more worth then this | 
world; nay, of more worth then thy ſoule, | tt; 
which Chriſt values above the world. Now | tb; 
choice things, we are uſually very carefull | ing foe 
| of, and keep them choycely. Chriſt rota]ly | 
(I know) cen no man loſe, which hath him | 
after a ſpcciall manner preſent with his ipi- 
rit 3 but according to ſome prime and prin- [t 
| cipall operations, he may ; according to | 
others, very tar, though not tota'ly. A man 
| may loſe the preſence of Chriſt with his jy 
ſpirit totally , as a Comforter. The Comfor- 
i ter which ſhould rclieve my ſoule, is farre from 


me, laith Feremiah, Lam. 1.16, in the perſon hy, 
of "0 
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\ [David and Peter. 


| of the afflifted Church, Tis probable 
Chriſt by his dolorous complaints , which 
frequently we read of. 1s b1s mcrcy clean gone 


Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? hath. he in 
anger ſout up his tender mercies ? Willthe Lord 
caft off for ever? & wil he le favourable ny more? 


Pſal.77.8,9, Some carriages in Chriſtians 


| towards Chrift,make Chriſt totally alter his 


carriage tuwards them ; though for his pro- 
miſc ſake, he will never totally remove him- 
{elf from them. 

As when Chriſtians doe not keep their 
watch {tritly againſt fin, in all the occafions 
of it ; then Chriſt , inſtead oft being a Com- 


creaſe their ſweet communion with Chrift, 


unyei!ding to the ſweet motions of the ſpi- 


rit of Chrift, and turning oft times the deafe 


which ſaith, this is the way, walkinit ; then 
| Chriſt drawes a curtaine between the ſpirit 
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nough, that Davids ſpirit was thus ftript of 


for ever ? doth his fromiſe faile for evermore? 


of man and himſelf , and leaves the ſpirit of 
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forter, bccomes a convincer; and inſtead of | 
| ſpeaking ſweet things , he ſpeakes very bit-| 
ter unto the ſonle. This was the caſe of 


Or when Chriſtians are | 
| carelefle and flaggiſh , to maintaine and en- 
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|eare againſt the ftill voyce behinde them, | 
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man in the dark, and full of feares. This is |, 
notably illaſtrated by that language of the | 
| Spouſe, It is the wvoyce of my Beloved that | 
kuocketh, ſaying ; Open tome, my Siſter, my|"® 
Love, my Dave, my undefiled : for my bead is|® 
filled with dew , and my locks with the drops of 
ihe night, The Church -was convinced of | 
this , thatit was her B:loved , ſ:eking nee- 
rer communion with her; and yet obſerve] * 
how ſhe replies; I have put off my coat , bow| 
ſhall I put it on ? I havc waſhed my feet , bow| j*' 
ſhall I defile them ? 1 opened to my Beloved, | ' 
but my Beloved bad withdrawne himſelf and 
Was gone ; my ſoul failed when be ſpake ; 1 
ſought him , but I could wot finde him : T called 
| bim , but he gave me #3 anſwer 3 Cant..,. You 
that finde the preſence of Chrift with your 
| ſpirits, as a comforter, make ChriRtian uſe of |'* 
| what I have ſaid, that you may ill enjoy ſo | 
great a-mercy. For if you loſethe Lord Je- |? 
[ſus Chriſt as a comforter to your ſpirits, 
miſerable comforters will all other things |' 
prove unto you. You will mourn, and none 
will beable to comfort you , if Chriftas a 
comforter forſake your ſpirits. bid 
Secondly , as aleader; a man may very Wk hi 
far loſe the communion of Chrift with hits ine 
ſpirit. As if a Chriſtian take liberty to ſrnne [fhngy, 
| againſ?' » 
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| againſt thar light , which Chriſt hath ſet up| 1} 
| in his ſpirit; this wil make Chriſt firſt or} YR; 

| laſt (if not timely lookt unto) leave a man} t(} 
to his own underſtanding , to ſecure his] 
ad; | courſe 3 and then wil ſuch a man declare} th 
| himſelfquickly, to be a fool and a beaft; in} "| 
many points, as David faith. Have you not nj 

| ſeen Chriſtians of great light erre in judge-| ij; 

We | Mcnt, and erre in praftice ? Whence comes} 34: 
| this weakneſſe, but from hence}, that Chriſt uf- 
| as a leader ſtands aloofe from their ſpiries ?} $*: 
in which isa plaine demonftration that .a man] = * 

may loſe the preſence of Chriſt with his 


$7. 


fi - ide as a leader. Dauid (I believe.) found 
che truth of this , as wel as of the former, b 

wotul experienc:, A man may colle& ſo] 

'mach cleerly from his own words. Caſt] 

me x0t away from thy preſence; and take not thy 

| Poly ſpirit from me : Plal. 51.11. Fheſpirit] 
| of God is therefore called by Datid a boly} 

7} Spirit , becauſe holy in himſelf ( the Spirit !% 

: | of the holy God, ashe ſaid to Dame!) but] ©” 


, 
"| principally here ,. as :] conceive, Ab officie:\ 
*.4 


He a 
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a. becauſe the worker of holinefle in us. Da- |, 8 
111, vid doubtleſfſe by his fal;found an exceeding], *# 
_\{weakneſſe in his ſpirit unto all good, over |. | 
WW what formerly hedid , and ftirong propen- | +: 
Fit of jay again to erre , as every aQ.of fin, raves ; th 
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ſeed and ſpawn upon the ſpirit : to bring 
forth more, to cover the firft, or to commit 
the like againe. But more then all this ; he 
found Chriſt to ſtand aloofe from his ſpirit; 
not exercifing that ſpecial dominion in his | 
- before,for the ſubduing of luſt, and 
uggeſting of holy motions and deſires ; but 
leaving him asit_were to himſelfe, as one 
with whom he would have no more to doe. 
1And therefore doth David fo dolefully 
complaine, Caſt me not away from thy pre- 
ſence , and take not thy | holy Spirit from me : 
you therefore which finde Chriſt with your | ty 
ſpirits, asa tender leader, take heed of fin- | \% 
ning againſtany part of that light, which he 
fetsupin your underſtandings, or againſt | /tn 
any motions of his ſpirit , which he ſug- | 
gefis unto you: ; left he leave you to your 
$own light, and to your own ftrength: and | 
then wil you run from leſſe fins to greater, 
from one finne to another, like David and 
Peter, to the ſcandalizing of the Goſpe], and, 
| the deſperate wounding of your owr. ſouls. | 
\ The third and laſt thing that I. would | 
commend unto you, byyway of counſel], is | |; 
fthis = labour to augment this great favour. 
'You finde Chriſt with. your ſpigits, labour in- 
duftriouſly to have Chriſt more and more. 
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| get as much, of this favour and happincſle a, 


rit , morning by morning,as by the learned... 
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with your ſpirits. Tis a prime and princi 
pal bleſling , as y ou have heard , to hav 
' . 


Chriſt with your ſpirits ; therefore labour t(| 


1 


poſſibly you can. Thou haſt Chriſt witt|} 
thy ſpirit as a teacher 3 why thou mailſt have 
him yet more intimate with thee , and openf}. 
unto thee, in imparting divine myſteries, i 
thou fe!low 0x to- know, as the Prophet {| thor 


1 {It thcu humbly forget, & look over all thou 


haft, ard prefſe hard after more : the things 
thou knewefſt not , Chriſt wil teach thy ſpi-1f | 


Chriſt hath taught thy ſpiric many truths ; }4 
why , he wil lead thy ſpirit into all truth , it||+ 
thou urge his promiſe and belicve. He will 
17 thee with the knowleage of his will in all wif=| 
aome and ſpiritual underſtanding, If thou pray 
for itas Paul did for the Coloſſians. 

Thou findeft Chriſt with thy ſpirit as a 
Comforter ; why thou maiſthave yet mack. 
more conſolation from him), if thou nd y 45:4 
be more pliable to him. Thou haft Chriit| 
diſtilling drops of conſolation into thy ſpi- 
rit,now and ey thou maiſt have Chrilt [7 
powring in flagons of love into thy ſoul; fil- | 
Jing thee with Joy unſpeakable and tnl of | j:*., 
glory , itthou bring thy ſpirit to. be more þ. |') 


kh \ "©, TM 


—_ itt. a. AA i 


—__ — 
—_ 


| 
lowly |. 1 {4 
—  — —_ —_ x. 


ws 


724 Chriſts communion with 


——_— — 


y and meek ; for ſuch finde moſt reſt to their 
oules :1t thou carefully keep coming to Chr | 
lin every preſſure of ſpirit; for tuch finde 
nolt eaſe : that is renewing faith fil, as thou 
:eneweſt thy finnes. is 

Thou findeſt Chriit with thy ſpirit 458 A 
guickner and ftrengthner to duty : why 
thou maift finde him yet more mighty 
with thy ſpirit this way , if thou powre out 
thy ſpirit often with David for quickning 
= and if thotz more deny thine own 
ſtrength , and caſt thy ſelf more upon his. 
'Cculd we but attain Pauts height in ſelf-dc- 
'nial , to be nothing in onr ſelves ( though 1 
an nithing ſaith he ). we ſhould find Chriſt 
gloriouſly preſent itil with our (pirits, and 
; be more conſtant in zeal and firength to eve- 
'ry good work, then we are, I conclude this 
"thus. be ſo traable ro Chrift,that thon maitſt 
with Mary, win upon Chriſt til ; and think | 
that thou canſt never be neer enough to him, 
' nor intimate enough with him ; and this is 
| he ready way to have a heavenupon earth : | 
Ir the more we get Chriſt to be with our 
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| zpicits,the more truly may. we beſaid to be} 
| 


{in heaven.. 


The laſt thing that I have to ſay to you, 


that finde Chriſt with your ſpirits, is matter 
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'of conſolation. Here is comfort for you a- | 
-Fainſt famine. When thy body wants food, 
Chrift that is with thy ſpirit, wil give that 
meat to eat, which the world knows not of | 
ſo that when others repine,and curſe God and 
their King in their extremity, as the Prophet 
(peakes ; thou ſhalt be patient in prayer to| 
him who can command Ravens to bring the: 
| bread and fleſh to feed on; & wil, rather then 
«thou ſhalr ſtarve, 1t thy life may be more to 
| || his glory,then thy death. | 
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Here's comfort for you againſt the ſword. nh 
In the midit of all troubles and feares, Chriſt 
| that 1s with thy ſpirit wil bear thee up admi- 
| rably. What is the face of an enemy to ter- ed 
 rifie , if Chriſt be wich thy ſpiric? ' What 15s &5 
| the ſpoyling of thy goods ? nay, what is the} -:: 
ſpoyling of thy body , it Chriſt be with thy 
ſoul? A Mountaine of miſery, is but as a Al 
| Mole-hil , if Chrift ſupport the ſpirit. To ©%? 
| think of the Sword is a naked defence to a 
|| flcſh and blood, and ſo nothing is more ter- 4 
1ible ; bur ler us that feare the Lord think of 
{ it in reference to Chriſt that is with our ſpi- | 
| rits, and then we fhal not be troubled, 
. || though weheare of warres and rumours of 
| warres, no more then at the rumours of any 
| | other calamity. 
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Here is comfort for you againſt the ili! 
- ne, which is here and there ſcattered in iþihint 
the kingdome. What is any diſeaſe to the {atoms 
body , it Chriſt be with thy ſoul ? As the hg 
outward man decayeth, the inward man lie, de 
fhal be renewed daily, becauſe Chriſt is fitha i 
with thy ſpirit. When thy body is ful of [wee 
paine, thy ſoul ſhal be ful of comfort , be- ; yi 
caufe Chriftis with thy ſpirit. When thy [wh «s 
body 1s ſealcd with ſpots of death , thy ſoul que 
fhal be ſealed with the holy Ghoſt unto{\yinza 
cternal lite , becauſe Chriſt is with thy ſpi- Tm, 
rit. Tke plague of the body is nothing , if hits 
this plague of plagues be not upon the ſpirit, | | 
to wit, deftiture of Chriſt. 
| Hereis comfort for you againſt perſecn- 
[tion. When men frowne upon thee with- | 
| ont, Coriit wil ſmile upon thy ſpirit within : 
{When men Jade the outward man with Te- 
proaches, Chriit wil fil thy inward man 
| with comforts : when men ſhut up thy boay |! 
from the communion of Saints , Chriſt w:1 | - 
| give thy ſpirit a Jarge freedome of commus- 
{nion with himſelf, When men ſtrike thy 
body , Chriſt wil ſtroke thy ſoul : when 
men kil thy body , Chriſt wil fave thy ſoul. 
{ In a word,as the afflitions of Chriſt abound 
in thy body , ſo the conſolations of Chrik | 
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£ ſhal abound in thy ſoul , becauſe Chriſt is 
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| Timothy , The Lord Teſus Chriſt be with your 
ſpirits. 
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with thy ſpirit. Name any miſery that is in- 
cident to man,and here's comfort to be ſuckt 
our of this point, to oppoſe unto it. Finally 
in life, in death , and eternally after death, 
Chriſt chat is with thy ſpirit wil be gaine 
unto thee. Thy life he wil make comfor- 
table; thy death hopeful ; thy being after 
death eternally joyful. Wherefore I wil 
conclude my Sermon for the good of you, as 
Saint Paul doth his Epiſtle pr the good of | 


Trinuni Deo gloria, 


L. 
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